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Demystifying the American Military - Paula G. Thornhill 2019-06-15
The United States military has evolved from a tiny and distrusted
institution at the margins of government into a central element of
America and American power, yet the military is sometimes hard to
comprehend because of its unique language, history, and culture. Paula
Thornhill first provides a primer for understanding America’s military
services. She then traces the military’s evolution from the nation’s
founding through the present day to reveal how major American
experiences repeatedly reshape the military. This examination offers a
constant reminder that the armed services are the products of
experience and accident. Thus, today’s twenty-first-century military
reflects patterns of adaptation and agglomeration, and so may only
partially reveal the ideal military America would build if starting from a
blank slate. Ultimately, this book seeks to open a window into the
American military in such a way that the reader can see it, for good or
for ill, for what it fundamentally is—a reflection of the nation, its
priorities, and its people.
Strangers No More - Richard Alba 2015-04-27
An up-to-date and comparative look at immigration in Europe, the United
States, and Canada Strangers No More is the first book to compare
immigrant integration across key Western countries. Focusing on lowstatus newcomers and their children, it examines how they are making
their way in four critical European countries—France, Germany, Great
Britain, and the Netherlands—and, across the Atlantic, in the United
States and Canada. This systematic, data-rich comparison reveals their
progress and the barriers they face in an array of institutions—from
labor markets and neighborhoods to educational and political
systems—and considers the controversial questions of religion, race,
identity, and intermarriage. Richard Alba and Nancy Foner shed new
light on questions at the heart of concerns about immigration. They
analyze why immigrant religion is a more significant divide in Western
Europe than in the United States, where race is a more severe obstacle.
They look at why, despite fears in Europe about the rise of immigrant
ghettoes, residential segregation is much less of a problem for immigrant
minorities there than in the United States. They explore why everywhere,
growing economic inequality and the proliferation of precarious, lowwage jobs pose dilemmas for the second generation. They also evaluate
perspectives often proposed to explain the success of immigrant
integration in certain countries, including nationally specific models, the
political economy, and the histories of Canada and the United States as
settler societies. Strangers No More delves into issues of pivotal
importance for the present and future of Western societies, where
immigrants and their children form ever-larger shares of the population.
Race Pride and the American Identity - Joseph Tilden Rhea 1997
In the wake of the Civil Rights movement, a new, loosely-organized social
movement was born in the struggle for cultural representation. Rhea
terms it the "Race Pride movement," and shows how American minorities
carried the struggle for cultural inclusion into museums, schools, and
universities, yielding dramatic and lasting change.
Who are We? - Samuel P. Huntington 2004
In his new book, the author of THE CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS turns his
attention from international cultural divides to the cultural rifts in
America. The patriotic response to the events of September 11 only
highlighted the loss of American identity at home, says Huntington, and
already patriotic fervour has begun to subside. The United States was
founded by British settlers who brought with them a distinct culture
including the English language, Protestant values, individualism,
religious commitment and respect for law. Waves of immigrants later
came to America, but they gradually accepted these values and
assimilated into the Anglo-Protestant culture. More recently, however,
national identity has been eroded by the problems of assimilating
massive numbers of primarily Hispanic immigrants; bilingualism,
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multiculturalism, the devaluation of citizenship and the
'denationalisation' of American elites. To counterpoint this, Huntington
draws attention to the beginnings of a revival of American identity in a
post-September 11 world where countries face unprecedented
challenges to national security. WHO ARE WE? is an important work of
political, historical and cultural inquiry that, like Huntington's previous
book, is certain to spark a lively debate.
The Founders on Citizenship and Immigration - Edward J. Erler
2007-02-23
Working with the underlying premise that America's founding principles
continue to be vital in the modern era, Erler, Marini, and West take a
conservative look at immigration, one of today's most pressing political
issues. Character_the capacity to live a life befitting republican
citizens_is, as the Founders knew, crucial to the debate about
immigration. The Founders on Citizenship and Immigration seeks to
revive the issue of republican character in the current immigration
debate and to elucidate the constitutional foundations of American
citizenship. Published in cooperation with the Claremont Institute.
U.S. History - P. Scott Corbett 2017-12-19
Published by OpenStax College, U.S. History covers the breadth of the
chronological history of the United States and also provides the
necessary depth to ensure the course is manageable for instructors and
students alike. U.S. History is designed to meet the scope and sequence
requirements of most courses. The authors introduce key forces and
major developments that together form the American experience, with
particular attention paid to considering issues of race, class and gender.
The text provides a balanced approach to U.S. history, considering the
people, events and ideas that have shaped the United States from both
the top down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom up (eyewitness
accounts, lived experience).
COVID-19's political challenges in Latin America - Michelle
Fernandez 2021-10-18
This book analyzes how COVID-19 impacted politics and how politics
shaped the response to the pandemic in Latin America, the region which
has become the epicenter of the global health crisis started in China. The
volume brings together studies carried out in eight countries of the
region – Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Nicaragua
and Uruguay – and show how the impacts and outcomes varied a lot
across the region depending on the political processes under way in each
country in the years preceding the pandemic and on the political
responses adopted by each government to deal with the health crisis.
The volume is divided into four parts, each one dedicated to a specific
dimension of the relation between politics and COVID-19 in Latin
America. The first part is dedicated to denialism, and presents three case
studies of governments that denied the importance of the health crisis:
Brazil, Mexico and Nicaragua. The second part takes Uruguay and
Colombia as two opposite examples of successful and failed state action
against COVID-19. The third part analyzes how social movements faced
the pandemic in Brazil and Chile. Finally, the fourth part analyzes how
public opinion reacted to political responses to COVID-19 in four
countries: Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador and Mexico. COVID-19's Political
Challenges in Latin America will be a valuable resource for political
scientists, sociologists and other social scientists interested in
understanding how the pandemic affected politics and how politics
affected the fight against the biggest health crisis faced by humanity in
the last hundred years.
Who are We? - Samuel P. Huntington 2004
Analyzes the gradual erosion of American identity over the recent
decades because of bilingualism, multiculturalism, and other factors and
explores signs of a revival of American identity in the wake of September
11th.
A History of ALA Policy on Intellectual Freedom - Office for Intellectual
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Freedom (OIF) 2015-07-01
Collecting several key documents and policy statements, this supplement
to the ninth edition of the Intellectual Freedom Manual traces a history
of ALA’s commitment to fighting censorship. An introductory essay by
Judith Krug and Candace Morgan, updated by OIF Director Barbara
Jones, sketches out an overview of ALA policy on intellectual freedom. An
important resource, this volume includes documents which discuss such
foundational issues as The Library Bill of RightsProtecting the freedom to
readALA’s Code of EthicsHow to respond to challenges and concerns
about library resourcesMinors and internet activityMeeting rooms,
bulletin boards, and exhibitsCopyrightPrivacy, including the retention of
library usage records
The Hell of Good Intentions - Stephen M. Walt 2018-10-16
From the New York Times–bestselling author Stephen M. Walt, The Hell
of Good Intentions dissects the faults and foibles of recent American
foreign policy—explaining why it has been plagued by disasters like the
“forever wars” in Iraq and Afghanistan and outlining what can be done to
fix it. In 1992, the United States stood at the pinnacle of world power
and Americans were confident that a new era of peace and prosperity
was at hand. Twenty-five years later, those hopes have been dashed.
Relations with Russia and China have soured, the European Union is
wobbling, nationalism and populism are on the rise, and the United
States is stuck in costly and pointless wars that have squandered trillions
of dollars and undermined its influence around the world. The root of this
dismal record, Walt argues, is the American foreign policy
establishment’s stubborn commitment to a strategy of “liberal
hegemony.” Since the end of the Cold War, Republicans and Democrats
alike have tried to use U.S. power to spread democracy, open markets,
and other liberal values into every nook and cranny of the planet. This
strategy was doomed to fail, but its proponents in the foreign policy elite
were never held accountable and kept repeating the same mistakes.
Donald Trump won the presidency promising to end the misguided
policies of the foreign policy “Blob” and to pursue a wiser approach. But
his erratic and impulsive style of governing, combined with a deeply
flawed understanding of world politics, are making a bad situation worse.
The best alternative, Walt argues, is a return to the realist strategy of
“offshore balancing,” which eschews regime change, nation-building, and
other forms of global social engineering. The American people would
surely welcome a more restrained foreign policy, one that allowed
greater attention to problems here at home. This long-overdue shift will
require abandoning the futile quest for liberal hegemony and building a
foreign policy establishment with a more realistic view of American
power. Clear-eyed, candid, and elegantly written, Stephen M. Walt’s The
Hell of Good Intentions offers both a compelling diagnosis of America’s
recent foreign policy follies and a proven formula for renewed success.
Bowling Alone - Robert D. Putnam 2000
Shows how changes in work, family structure, women's roles, and other
factors have caused people to become increasingly disconnected from
family, friends, neighbors, and democratic structures--and how they may
reconnect.
Challenges of Diversity
- Werner Sollors 2017-10-26
What unites and what divides Americans as a nation? Who are we, and
can we strike a balance between an emphasis on our divergent ethnic
origins and what we have in common? Opening with a survey of
American literature through the vantage point of ethnicity, Werner
Sollors examines our evolving understanding of ourselves as an AngloAmerican nation to a multicultural one and the key role writing has
played in that process. Challenges of Diversity contains stories of
American myths of arrival (pilgrims at Plymouth Rock, slave ships at
Jamestown, steerage passengers at Ellis Island), the powerful rhetoric of
egalitarian promise in the Declaration of Independence and the
heterogeneous ends to which it has been put, and the recurring tropes of
multiculturalism over time (e pluribus unum, melting pot, cultural
pluralism). Sollors suggests that although the transformation of this
settler country into a polyethnic and self-consciously multicultural nation
may appear as a story of great progress toward the fulfillment of
egalitarian ideals, deepening economic inequality actually exacerbates
the divisions among Americans today.
Divided We Fall - Alice M. Rivlin 2022-10-04
Partisan warfare and gridlock in Washington threaten to squander
America’s opportunity to show the world that democracy can solve
serious economic problems and ensure widely shared prosperity. Instead
of working together to meet the challenges ahead—an aging work force,
exploding inequality, climate change, rising debt—our elected leaders
are sabotaging our economic future by blaming and demonizing each
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other in hopes of winning big in the next election. They are weakening
America’s capacity for world leadership and the case for democracy here
and abroad. Alice M. Rivlin, with decades of experience in economic
policy making, argues that proven economic policies could lead to
sustainable American prosperity and opportunity for all, but crafting
them requires the tough, time-consuming work of consensus building and
bipartisan negotiation. In a divided country with shifting majorities,
major policies must have bipartisan buy-in and broad public support.
Otherwise we will have either destabilizing swings in policy or total
gridlock in the face of challenges looming at us. Rivlin believes that
Americans can and must save our hyper-partisan politicians from
themselves. She makes the case that on many practical economic issues
the public is far less divided than partisan politicians and sensationalist
media would have us believe. She draws attention to numerous hopeful
efforts to bridge partisan and ideological divides in Washington, in state
capitols and city governments, and communities around the country, and
advocates a major national effort to enable citizens and future leaders to
learn and practice the art of listening to each other and working together
to find common ground. This book is a practical guide for Americans
across the political spectrum who are agonizing over partisan warfare,
incivility, and policy gridlock and looking for ways they can help to get
our democratic policy process back on a constructive track before it is
too late.
Introduction to Latin America - Peadar Kirby 2003-05-27
Introduction to Latin America provides a completely new introduction to
the political, social and economic forces shaping this essential region of
undergraduate study today. It is the first textbook to place Latin America
within a genuinely global context and introduce the debates and impact
of globalization, neoliberalism, democratization, and the environment.
Five Easy Theses - James Stone 2016-05-03
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A business leader and esteemed
economic thinker outlines simple solutions to America’s five most
pressing public policy issues, from healthcare to education to inequality.
America today confronts a host of urgent problems, many of them
seemingly intractable, but some we are entirely capable of solving. In
Five Easy Theses, James M. Stone presents specific, common-sense
solutions to a handful of our most pressing challenges, showing how
simple it would be to shore up Social Security, rein in an out-of-control
financial sector, reduce inequality, and make healthcare and education
better and more affordable. The means are right in front of us, Stone
explains, in various policy options that — if implemented — could
preserve or enhance government revenue while also channeling the
national economy toward the greater good. Accessible and thought
provoking, Five Easy Theses reveals that a more democratic, prosperous
America is well within our reach.
Challenges of Party-Building in Latin America - Steven Levitsky
2016-10-13
This book presents a new and conflict-centered theory of successful
party-building, drawing on diverse cases from across Latin America.
Bland Fanatics - Pankaj Mishra 2020-10-06
A wide-ranging, controversial collection of critical essays on the political
mania plaguing the West by one of the most important public
intellectuals of our time. In America and in England, faltering economies
at home and failed wars abroad have generated a political and
intellectual hysteria. It is a derangement manifested in a number of
ways: nostalgia for imperialism, xenophobic paranoia, and denunciations
of an allegedly intolerant left. These symptoms can be found even among
the most informed of Anglo-America. In Bland Fanatics, Pankaj Mishra
examines the politics and culture of this hysteria, challenging the
dominant establishment discourses of our times. In essays that grapple
with the meaning and content of Anglo-American liberalism and its
relations with colonialism, the global South, Islam, and “humanitarian”
war, Mishra confronts writers such as Jordan Peterson, Niall Ferguson,
and Salman Rushdie. He describes the doubling down of an intelligentsia
against a background of weakening Anglo-American hegemony, and he
explores the commitments of Ta-Nehisi Coates and the ideological
determinations of The Economist. These essays provide a vantage point
from which to understand the current crisis and its deep origins.
Economic Growth with Equity
- José Luis Machinea 2006-11-28
This book analyses the development challenge faced by Latin America at
a time at which the concerns for the large inequality in the region are at
a peak. This volume focuses on growth-with-equity, and is written by an
outstanding group of Latin American and international researchers and
policy-makers.
America Votes! - Benjamin E. Griffith 2008
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This detailed snapshot of America's voting and electoral practices,
problems, and most current issues addresses a variety of fundamental
areas concerning election law from a federal perspective, with coverage
of such topics as voter protection, voting technology and the law, felon
disenfranchisement, and the Voting Rights Act. Original.
State of Resistance
- Manuel Pastor 2018-04-03
“Concise, clear and convincing. . . a vision for the country as a whole.”
—James Fallows, The New York Times Book Review A leading
sociologist’s brilliant and revelatory argument that the future of politics,
work, immigration, and more may be found in California Once upon a
time, any mention of California triggered unpleasant reminders of Ronald
Reagan and right-wing tax revolts, ballot propositions targeting
undocumented immigrants, and racist policing that sparked two of the
nation’s most devastating riots. In fact, California confronted many of the
challenges the rest of the country faces now—decades before the rest of
us. Today, California is leading the way on addressing climate change,
low-wage work, immigrant integration, overincarceration, and more. As
white residents became a minority and job loss drove economic
uncertainty, California had its own Trump moment twenty-five years ago,
but has become increasingly blue over each of the last seven presidential
elections. How did the Golden State manage to emerge from its unsavory
past to become a bellwether for the rest of the country? Thirty years
after Mike Davis’s hellish depiction of California in City of Quartz, the
award-winning sociologist Manuel Pastor guides us through a new and
improved California, complete with lessons that the nation should heed.
Inspiring and expertly researched, State of Resistance makes the case
for honestly engaging racial anxiety in order to address our true
economic and generational challenges, a renewed commitment to public
investments, the cultivation of social movements and community
organizing, and more.
Between Hope and History - Bill Clinton 1996
The President discusses America's opportunities for the future, the
importance of citizens and companies acting responsibly, and the need to
strengthen our communities
Black Identities - Mary C. WATERS 2009-06-30
The story of West Indian immigrants to the United States is generally
considered to be a great success. Mary Waters, however, tells a very
different story. She finds that the values that gain first-generation
immigrants initial success--a willingness to work hard, a lack of attention
to racism, a desire for education, an incentive to save--are undermined
by the realities of life and race relations in the United States. Contrary to
long-held beliefs, Waters finds, those who resist Americanization are
most likely to succeed economically, especially in the second generation.
A Divided Union - Dario Moreno 2020-10-26
A Divided Union delves deep into ten pressing political challenges that
former US Representatives Patrick Murphy (D) and David Jolly (R) have
identified over their multiple terms in Congress and that continue to
plague the American electorate today. In an introduction describing their
unique paths to Congress, Murphy and Jolly focus in detail on key
institutional barriers they faced in Washington in attempting to do the
job voters elected them to do. They introduce us to geographic
challenges, demographic change, a polarized media, gerrymandering,
the role of money in politics, the structure of primary elections, and
several other aspects of political life on Capitol Hill. The core of the book
is original analysis by experts who tackle these topics in a manner
relevant to both the seasoned political science student as well as the
general reader. From the commercials we see on TV to the city council
districts in which we live, these concerns shape every facet of our public
lives and are distilled here in a careful synthesis of years of experience
and research. Contributors include former federal elected officials,
political science professors, members of the press, and scholars
immersed in their fields of study. While other textbooks may examine
similar issues, few have been edited by former members of the U.S.
House who have walked the halls of Congress and directly experienced
political dysfunction at so many levels – and are willing to address it. A
Divided Union is appropriate for all political science students as well as
the general public frustrated and alarmed by political gridlock.
One Billion Americans - Matthew Yglesias 2020-09-15
NATIONAL BESTSELLER What would actually make America great:
more people. If the most challenging crisis in living memory has shown
us anything, it’s that America has lost the will and the means to lead. We
can’t compete with the huge population clusters of the global
marketplace by keeping our population static or letting it diminish, or
with our crumbling transit and unaffordable housing. The winner in the
future world is going to have more—more ideas, more ambition, more
who-are-we-the-challenges-to-america-s-national-identity

utilization of resources, more people. Exactly how many Americans do we
need to win? According to Matthew Yglesias, one billion. From one of our
foremost policy writers, One Billion Americans is the provocative yet
logical argument that if we aren’t moving forward, we’re losing. Vox
founder Yglesias invites us to think bigger, while taking the problems of
decline seriously. What really contributes to national prosperity should
not be controversial: supporting parents and children, welcoming
immigrants and their contributions, and exploring creative policies that
support growth—like more housing, better transportation, improved
education, revitalized welfare, and climate change mitigation. Drawing
on examples and solutions from around the world, Yglesias shows not
only that we can do this, but why we must. Making the case for massive
population growth with analytic rigor and imagination, One Billion
Americans issues a radical but undeniable challenge: Why not do it all,
and stay on top forever?
Diversity in America - Vincent N. Parrillo 2015-12-03
The updated and expanded fourth edition of Diversity in America
addresses key controversial topics generating debate in US society
today. The book answers these and many other questions by using
history and sociology to shed light on socially constructed myths. Vincent
N. Parrillo takes the reader through different American eras, beginning
with the indigenous populations and continuing through colonial times,
the industrial age, the information age and today. The book uses
intergenerational comparisons and extrapolation of present trends into
future probabilities to offer the reader a holistic analytic commentary to
provide additional helpful insights and understanding.
Here We Are - Aarti Namdev Shahani 2019-10-01
Here We Are is a heart-wrenching memoir about an immigrant family's
American Dream, the justice system that took it away, and the daughter
who fought to get it back, from NPR correspondent Aarti Namdev
Shahani. The Shahanis came to Queens—from India, by way of
Casablanca—in the 1980s. They were undocumented for a few unsteady
years and then, with the arrival of their green cards, they thought they'd
made it. This is the story of how they did, and didn't; the unforeseen
obstacles that propelled them into years of disillusionment and
heartbreak; and the strength of a family determined to stay together.
Here We Are: American Dreams, American Nightmares follows the lives
of Aarti, the precocious scholarship kid at one of Manhattan's most elite
prep schools, and her dad, the shopkeeper who mistakenly sells watches
and calculators to the notorious Cali drug cartel. Together, the two
represent the extremes that coexist in our country, even within a single
family, and a truth about immigrants that gets lost in the headlines. It
isn’t a matter of good or evil; it's complicated. Ultimately, Here We Are is
a coming-of-age story, a love letter from an outspoken modern daughter
to her soft-spoken Old World father. She never expected they'd become
best friends.
The Intersector - Daniel P. Gitterman 2021-06-08
Exploring how cross-sector collaboration can solve seemingly intractable
societal problems Many people tend to think of the public, non-profit and
private sectors as being distinctive components of the economy and
broader society—each with its own missions and problems to address.
This book describes how the three sectors can work together toward
common purposes, accomplishing much more than if they work alone.
With the nation reeling from multiple challenges, more than ever the
United States needs these sectors to collaborate to address what might
seem to be intractable problems. Cross-sector collaborations and
partnerships are more crucial than in the past as the country tries to
recover from the economic, health, and broad social dislocations caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic. At a time when trust in institutions, both
public and private, is at an all-time low, cooperation among the sectors
can be a confidence-inspiring approach to addressing public problems.
This book reviews the state of cross-sector collaborations, identifies
emerging practices, and offers a range of perspectives from experts in
the field. Practitioners show how cooperation among sectors is relevant
to their core missions. Scholars from a wide range of disciplines discuss
both the broad and specific concepts that advance understanding of
cross-sector collaboration. At a time when the United States must
recover from and address new challenges, the book shows how crosssector collaborations can help ensure a brighter future. Its core
conclusions should be of particular interest to leaders in each of the
broad sectors, as well as educators and students at both the
undergraduate and graduate level.
A Decent Meal - Michael Carolan 2021-10-26
A poignant look at empathetic encounters between staunch ideological
rivals, all centered around our common need for food. While America's
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new reality appears to be a deeply divided body politic, many are
wondering how we can or should move forward from here. Can political
or social divisiveness be healed? Is empathy among people with very
little ideological common ground possible? In A Decent Meal, Michael
Carolan finds answers to these fundamental questions in a series of
unexpected places: around our dinner tables, along the aisles of our
supermarkets, and in the fields growing our fruits and vegetables. What
is more common, after all, than the simple fact that we all need to eat?
This book is the result of Carolan's career-long efforts to create
simulations in which food could be used to build empathy, among even
the staunchest of rivals. Though most people assume that presenting
facts will sway the way the public behaves, time and again this
assumption is proven wrong as we all selectively accept the facts that
support our beliefs. Drawing on the data he has collected, Carolan
argues that we must, instead, find places and practices where
incivility—or worse, hate—is suspended and leverage those opportunities
into tools for building social cohesion. Each chapter follows the
individuals who participated in a given experiment, ranging from
strawberry-picking, attempting to subsist on SNAP benefits, or attending
a dinner of wild game. By engaging with participants before, during, and
after, Carolan is able to document their remarkable shifts in attitude and
opinion. Though this book is framed around food, it is really about the
spaces opened up by our need for food, in our communities, in our
homes, and, ultimately, in our minds.
China, Inc - Ted C. Fishman 2005
Predicting economic challenges that the author believes will occur as a
result of China's growing ability to produce U.S. products more cheaply,
an economic analysis draws on hundreds of interviews with Chinese,
American, and European workers and businesspeople that draw
conclusions about China's future as a superpower. 75,000 first printing.
Challenges for America in the Middle East - Richard W. Mansbach
2016-03-31
Challenges for America in the Middle East offers a comprehensive and
contemporary analysis of the foreign policy challenges the United States
faces in the Middle East. It takes a close look at the critical policy
dilemmas posed by radical Islam, the Arab Spring, the Shia Crescent,
and Israel–Palestine relations. Authors Richard W. Mansbach and Kirsten
L. Taylor examine the issues from a historical perspective and in the
context of the current state of affairs, and analyze options for future
action. Throughout the text, they emphasize the interplay of foreign and
domestic issues in the United States and overseas, and show how that
interplay shapes American policy towards the region.
America and the Challenges of Religious Diversity
- Robert Wuthnow
2011-07-01
Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and adherents of other non-Western
religions have become a significant presence in the United States in
recent years. Yet many Americans continue to regard the United States
as a Christian society. How are we adapting to the new diversity? Do we
casually announce that we "respect" the faiths of non-Christians without
understanding much about those faiths? Are we willing to do the hard
work required to achieve genuine religious pluralism? Award-winning
author Robert Wuthnow tackles these and other difficult questions
surrounding religious diversity and does so with his characteristic rigor
and style. America and the Challenges of Religious Diversity looks not
only at how we have adapted to diversity in the past, but at the ways
rank-and-file Americans, clergy, and other community leaders are
responding today. Drawing from a new national survey and hundreds of
in-depth qualitative interviews, this book is the first systematic effort to
assess how well the nation is meeting the current challenges of religious
and cultural diversity. The results, Wuthnow argues, are both
encouraging and sobering--encouraging because most Americans do
recognize the right of diverse groups to worship freely, but sobering
because few Americans have bothered to learn much about religions
other than their own or to engage in constructive interreligious dialogue.
Wuthnow contends that responses to religious diversity are
fundamentally deeper than polite discussions about civil liberties and
tolerance would suggest. Rather, he writes, religious diversity strikes us
at the very core of our personal and national theologies. Only by
understanding this important dimension of our culture will we be able to
move toward a more reflective approach to religious pluralism.
The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of- Carl
War M. Cannon 2004
The author charts how Americans' understanding of the pursuit of
happiness has changed through the years as the nation itself has
changed.
Diversity Explosion - William H. Frey 2018-07-24
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Greater racial diversity is good news for America's future Race is once
again a contentious topic in America, as shown by the divisive rise of
Donald Trump and the activism of groups like Black Lives Matter. Yet
Diversity Explosion argues that the current period of profound racial
change will lead to a less-divided nation than today's older whites or
younger minorities fear. Prominent demographer William Frey sees
America's emerging diversity boom as good news for a country that
would otherwise face declining growth and rapid aging for many years to
come. In the new edition of this popular Brookings Press offering, Frey
draws from the lessons of the 2016 presidential election and new
statistics to paint an illuminating picture of where America's racial
demography is headed—and what that means for the nation's future.
Using the U.S. Census, national surveys, and related sources, Frey tells
how the rapidly growing "new minorities"—Hispanics, Asians, and
multiracial Americans—along with blacks and other groups, are
transforming and reinvigorating the nation's demographic landscape. He
discusses their impact on generational change, regional shifts of major
racial groups, neighborhood segregation, interracial marriage, and
presidential politics. Diversity Explosion is an accessible, richly
illustrated overview of how unprecedented racial change is remaking the
United States once again. It is an essential guide for political strategists,
marketers, investors, educators, policymakers, and anyone who wants to
understand the magnitude, potential, and promise of the new national
melting pot in the twenty-first century.
Poorly Understood - Mark Robert Rank 2021-03-01
What if the idealized image of American societya land of opportunity that
will reward hard work with economic successis completely wrong? Few
topics have as many myths, stereotypes, and misperceptions surrounding
them as that of poverty in America. The poor have been badly
misunderstood since the beginnings of the country, with the rhetoric only
ratcheting up in recent times. Our current era of fake news, alternative
facts, and media partisanship has led to a breeding ground for all types
of myths and misinformation to gain traction and legitimacy. Poorly
Understood is the first book to systematically address and confront many
of the most widespread myths pertaining to poverty. Mark Robert Rank,
Lawrence M. Eppard, and Heather E. Bullock powerfully demonstrate
that the realities of poverty are much different than the myths; indeed in
many ways they are more disturbing. The idealized image of American
society is one of abundant opportunities, with hard work being rewarded
by economic prosperity. But what if this picture is wrong? What if
poverty is an experience that touches the majority of Americans? What if
hard work does not necessarily lead to economic well-being? What if the
reasons for poverty are largely beyond the control of individuals? And if
all of the evidence necessary to disprove these myths has been readily
available for years, why do they remain so stubbornly pervasive? These
are much more disturbing realities to consider because they call into
question the very core of America's identity. Armed with the latest
research, Poorly Understood not only challenges the myths of poverty
and inequality, but it explains why these myths continue to exist,
providing an innovative blueprint for how the nation can move forward to
effectively alleviate American poverty.
Science under Fire - Andrew Jewett 2020-12-08
Americans have long been suspicious of experts and elites. This new
history explains why so many have believed that science has the power to
corrupt American culture. Americans today are often skeptical of
scientific authority. Many conservatives dismiss climate change and
Darwinism as liberal fictions, arguing that “tenured radicals” have
coopted the sciences and other disciplines. Some progressives, especially
in the universities, worry that science’s celebration of objectivity and
neutrality masks its attachment to Eurocentric and patriarchal values. As
we grapple with the implications of climate change and revolutions in
fields from biotechnology to robotics to computing, it is crucial to
understand how scientific authority functions—and where it has run up
against political and cultural barriers. Science under Fire reconstructs a
century of battles over the cultural implications of science in the United
States. Andrew Jewett reveals a persistent current of criticism which
maintains that scientists have injected faulty social philosophies into the
nation’s bloodstream under the cover of neutrality. This charge of
corruption has taken many forms and appeared among critics with a
wide range of social, political, and theological views, but common to all is
the argument that an ideologically compromised science has produced
an array of social ills. Jewett shows that this suspicion of science has
been a major force in American politics and culture by tracking its
development, varied expressions, and potent consequences since the
1920s. Looking at today’s battles over science, Jewett argues that
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citizens and leaders must steer a course between, on the one hand, the
naïve image of science as a pristine, value-neutral form of knowledge,
and, on the other, the assumption that scientists’ claims are merely
ideologies masquerading as truths.
A Moment of Equality for Latin America? - Barbara Fritz 2016-03-09
Unlike other regions around the world, several Latin American countries
have managed to reduce income inequality over the last decade. Higher
growth rates and growing employment, but also innovative wage policies
and social programs, have contributed to reducing poverty and narrow
income disparities. Yet, despite this progress, nation-states in the region
demonstrate little capacity to substantially change their patterns of
deeply rooted inequalities. Focusing on the limits and challenges of
redistributive policies in Latin America, this volume synthesizes and
updates the discussion of inequality in the region, introducing the
perspective of global and transnational interdependencies. The book
explores the extent to which redistributive policies have been interlinked
with the provision and quality of public goods as well as with structural
changes of the productive sector. Inspired by structuralist and
neostructuralist thinking of Latin American economists, such as Raúl
Prebisch and Celso Furtado, authors question the redistributive impact
of the interplay of recent macroeconomic, fiscal and social policies,
particularly under left and center-left administrations committed to
greater equality. Bringing together experts in social, fiscal and
macroeconomic policies to investigate the interdependent and global
character of inequalities, this book will appeal to scholars of sociology,
economics, development and politics with interests in Latin America,
inequality and public policy.
Who are We? - Samuel P. Huntington 2005
In WHO ARE WE? author Samuel Huntington turns his attention from
international cultural divides to the cultural rifts in America. The
patriotic response to the events of September 11 only highlighted the
loss of American identity at home, says Huntington, and already patriotic
fervour has begun to subside. The United States was founded by British
settlers who brought with them a distinct culture including the English
language, Protestant values, individualism, religious commitment and
respect for law. Waves of immigrants later came to America, but they
gradually accepted these values and assimilated into the AngloProtestant culture. More recently, however, national identity has been
eroded by the problems of assimilating massive numbers of primarily
Hispanic immigrants; bilingualism, multiculturalism, the devaluation of
citizenship and the 'denationalisation' of American elites. To
counterpoint this, Huntington draws attention to the beginnings of a
revival of American identity in a post-September 11 world where
countries face unprecedented challenges to national security. WHO ARE
WE? is an important work of political, historical and cultural inquiry that,
like Huntington's previous book, is certain to spark a lively debate.
Challenges for Rural America in the Twenty-First Century - David L.
Brown 2015-08-26
The twentieth century was one of profound transformation in rural
America. Demographic shifts and economic restructuring have conspired
to alter dramatically the lives of rural people and their communities.
Challenges for Rural America in the Twenty-First Century defines these
changes and interprets their implications for the future of rural America.
The volume follows in the tradition of "decennial volumes" co-edited by
presidents of the Rural Sociological Society and published in the
Society's Rural Studies Series. Essays have been specially commissioned
to examine key aspects of public policy relevant to rural America in the
new century. Contributors include:Lionel Beaulieu, Alessandro Bonnano,
David Brown, Ralph Brown, Frederick Buttel, Ted Bradshaw, Douglas
Constance, Steve Daniels, Lynn England, William Falk, Cornelia Flora,
Jan Flora, Glenn Fuguitt, Nina Glasgow, Leland Glenna, Angela Gonzales,
Gary Green, Rosalind Harris, Tom Hirschl, Douglas Jackson-Smith, Leif
Jensen, Ken Johnson, Richard Krannich, Daniel Lichter, Linda Lobao, Al
Luloff, Tom Lyson, Kate MacTavish, David McGranahan, Diane
McLaughlin, Philip McMichael, Lois Wright Morton, Domenico Parisi,
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Peggy Petrzelka, Kenneth Pigg, Rogelio Saenz, Sonya Salamon, Jeff
Sharp, Curtis Stofferahn, Louis Swanson, Ann Tickameyer, Leanne
Tigges, Cruz Torres, Mildred Warner, Ronald Wimberley, Dreamal
Worthen, and Julie Zimmerman.
American Women's History: A Very Short Introduction - Susan
Ware 2015-02-15
In 1607, Powhatan teenager Pocahontas first encountered English
settlers when John Smith was brought to her village as a captive. In
1920, the ratification of the 19th Amendment gave women the
constitutional right to vote. And in 2012, the U.S. Marine Corps lifted its
ban on women in active combat, allowing female marines to join the
sisterhood of American women who stand at the center of this country's
history. Between each of these signal points runs the multi-layered
experience of American women, from pre-colonization to the present. In
American Women's History: A Very Short Introduction Susan Ware
emphasizes the richly diverse experiences of American women as they
were shaped by factors such as race, class, religion, geographical
location, age, and sexual orientation. The book begins with a
comprehensive look at early America, with gender at the center, making
it clear that women's experiences were not always the same as men's,
and looking at the colonizers as well as the colonized, along with issues
of settlement, slavery, and regional variations. She shows how women's
domestic and waged labor shaped the Northern economy, and how
slavery affected the lives of both free and enslaved Southern women.
Ware then moves through the tumultuous decades of industrialization
and urbanization, describing the 19th century movements led by women
(temperance, moral reform, and abolitionism), She links women's
experiences to the familiar events of the Civil War, the Progressive Era,
and World War I, culminating in 20th century female activism for civil
rights and successive waves of feminism. Ware explores the major
transformations in women's history, with attention to a wide range of
themes from political activism to popular culture, the work force and the
family. From Anne Bradstreet to Ida B. Wells to Eleanor Roosevelt, this
Very Short Introduction recognizes women as a force in American history
and, more importantly, tells women's history as American history. At the
core of Ware's narrative is the recognition that gender - the changing
historical and cultural constructions of roles assigned to the biological
differences of the sexes - is central to understanding the history of
American women's lives, and to the history of the United States. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
At America's Gates - Erika Lee 2004-01-21
With the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, Chinese laborers became the
first group in American history to be excluded from the United States on
the basis of their race and class. This landmark law changed the course
of U.S. immigration history, but we know little about its consequences
for the Chinese in America or for the United States as a nation of
immigrants. At America's Gates is the first book devoted entirely to both
Chinese immigrants and the American immigration officials who sought
to keep them out. Erika Lee explores how Chinese exclusion laws not
only transformed Chinese American lives, immigration patterns,
identities, and families but also recast the United States into a
"gatekeeping nation." Immigrant identification, border enforcement,
surveillance, and deportation policies were extended far beyond any
controls that had existed in the United States before. Drawing on a rich
trove of historical sources--including recently released immigration
records, oral histories, interviews, and letters--Lee brings alive the
forgotten journeys, secrets, hardships, and triumphs of Chinese
immigrants. Her timely book exposes the legacy of Chinese exclusion in
current American immigration control and race relations.
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