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British coalition troops invaded Afghanistan in search of Osama bin
Laden and with an intention of destroying the al-Qaeda network. In this
term paper I will give an overview of the special form of patriotism in the
United States of America, highlighting only what I believe are the most
pertinent aspects to support my thesis that patriotism was and still is an
important factor in American society. I will try to elaborate on how U.S.
patriotism developed through history and explain why it is practiced in a
near-religious fashion even today.
For Love of Country - Maurizio Viroli 1995
Nationalism and patriotism are two of the most powerful forces shaping
world history. Maurizio Viroli's wide-ranging study shows exactly why
patriotism is a political virtue and nationalism a political vice.
Performing Patriotism - Jason Shaffer 2007-10-15
Selected by Choice magazine as an Outstanding Academic Title During
the eighteenth century, North American colonists began to display an
increasing appetite for professional and amateur theatrical performances
and a familiarity with the British dramatic canon ranging from the
tragedies of Shakespeare, Addison, and Rowe to the comedies of
Farquhar, Steele, and Gay. This interest sparked demand for both the
latest hits of the London stage and a body of plays centered on patriotic
(and often partisan) British themes. As relations between the crown and
the colonies soured, the texts of these plays evolved into a common
frame of reference for political arguments over colonial policy. Making
the transition to print, these arguments deployed dramatic texts and
theatrical metaphors for political advantage. Eventually, with the
production of American propaganda plays during the Revolution,
colonists began to develop a patriotic drama of their own, albeit one that
still stressed the "British" character of American patriotism. Performing
Patriotism examines the role of theatrical performance and printed
drama in the development of early American political culture. Building on
the eighteenth-century commonplace that the theater could be a school
for public virtue, Jason Shaffer illustrates the connections between the
popularity of theatrical performances in eighteenth-century British North
America and the British and American national identities that colonial
and Revolutionary Americans espoused. The result is a wide-ranging
survey of eighteenth-century American theater history and print culture.
The Social Psychology of Stereotyping and Group Life - Russell Spears
1997-01-23
Stereotyping - the process of perceiving and reacting to people in terms
of their group membership - is a widespread phenomenon, and one of the
most widely investigated topics in social psychology. This new book is
about the causes and consequences of stereotyping. It begins from the
premise that, in order to understand the nature and function of
stereotyping, it is essential to understand its role in, and relationship to,
the activities of social groups. In so doing, it provides an alternative to
more cognitive approaches that regard stereotyping primarily as a bias
produced by the limits of individual information processing. The
contributors debate and challenge a range of traditional beliefs about
stereotyping by exploring its social functions in intergroup contexts.
They also tackle a range of thorny problems in sterotyping and related
literatures: including the question of sterotype accuracy, why
stereotypes develop and are widely shared, and how stereotypes and
sterotyping impact upon people's self-esteem and self-definition. In short,
this book examines how stereotypes are structured by social identities
and the relations between groups.
United States Foreign Policy and National Identity in the 21st
Century - Kenneth Christie 2008
History and identity in US foreign policy -- Victory and identity : the end
of the Cold War in American imagination / Roger Johnson -Cosmopolitanism or nativism? : US national identity and foreign policy in
the twenty-first century / Carl Pedersen -- Motivations, identity and
ideology in US foreign policy -- A neo-conservative-dominated US foreign

Last Best Hope - George Packer 2021
Acclaimed National Book Award-winning author George Packer
diagnoses America's descent into a failed state, and envisions a path
toward overcoming injustices, paralyses, and divides How, in a few
decades, did the United States transform from a broadly prosperous
middle-class country, with relatively healthy institutions and competent
leaders, to a nation defined by discredited elites, hollowed-out
institutions, and blatant inequalities-feared and pitied by our friends,
mocked and sabotaged by our adversaries, first in the world in Covid
cases and deaths, and led in recent years by an incompetent
authoritarian bigot? Last Best Hope is a bracing account of our current
crisis and of how a new era of civic revitalization may bring it to an end.
Combining reportage with historical narrative, autobiography, and
political analysis, Packer depicts and assesses the four inadequate
narratives that dominate American public life: Libertarian America,
which imagines a nation of individuals responsible for their own fate, and
serves the interests of corporations and the wealthy; Cosmopolitan
America, the ideology of Silicon Valley and the professional elite,which
celebrates globalization and leaves many American communities behind;
Diverse America, which defines citizens as members of large identity
groups that have inflicted or suffered oppression; and White America, a
shallow nationalism that fears the contamination of non-whites and
treachery of coastal elites, and poses the greatest threat to democracy in
our lifetime. At a time when many fear that the American experiment in
self-government may collapse, or, in Abraham Lincoln's words, "die by
suicide", Packer shows that none of these narratives can sustain
American democracy. To point a better way forward, he looks back at
previous eras of crisis to discover the resources for invigorating selfgovernment. Combining trenchant social analysis with a vibrant and
stinging essayistic voice and a deep knowledge of America's past and
present, Last Best Hope is an essential contribution to the literature of
national self-examination the times demand.
Who Counts as an American?- Elizabeth Theiss-Morse 2009-07-27
Why is national identity such a potent force in people's lives? And is the
force positive or negative? In this thoughtful and provocative book,
Elizabeth Theiss-Morse develops a social theory of national identity and
uses a national survey, focus groups, and experiments to answer these
important questions in the American context. Her results show that the
combination of group commitment and the setting of exclusive
boundaries on the national group affects how people behave toward their
fellow Americans. Strong identifiers care a great deal about their
national group. They want to help and to be loyal to their fellow
Americans. By limiting who counts as an American, though, these strong
identifiers place serious limits on who benefits from their pro-group
behavior. Help and loyalty are offered only to 'true Americans,' not
Americans who do not count and who are pushed to the periphery of the
national group.
Patriotism in the United States - Tobias Rösch 2008-07-17
Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 1.3, University of Freiburg
(Englisches Seminar), course: American Society Today, 15 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: When on September 11th
ruthless terrorists kidnapped civil airliners and steered them into the
World Trade Center and the Pentagon, killing and injuring thousands of
innocent people on the ground, it was for the first time after Pearl
Harbor that Americans had been attacked on their home soil. The events
caused all different kinds of feelings in U.S. citizens: anger, grief,
anxiety, desperation. But first of all they resulted in patriotism. People
wanted to show their loyalty to their country and demonstrate to foreign
aggressors that their nation was strong. Many joined the armed forces in
the wake of 9/11 and added to the chorus of voices that called for a war
on terror, which was answered when in October 2001 American and
american-patriotism-national-identity-and-political
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policy establishment? / Inderjeet Parmar -- Patriotism, national identity,
and foreign policy : the US-Israeli alliance in the twenty-first century /
Caitlin Stewart -- The complex fate of being America : the constitution of
identity and the politics of security / Ed Lock -- The consequences : the
reluctant empire? -- Republic, empire or good international citizen? :
international law and American identity / Jason G. Ralph -- The Greeks of
old : modelling the British Empire for a twenty-first century America /
Binoy Kampmark -- Empire as a way of life? : a search for historical
alternatives / Jonathan M. Hansen.
The Authoritarian Specter - Robert A. Altemeyer 1996
The book presents the latest results from a prize-winning research
program on the authoritarian personality. Many of America's biggest
problems, Bob Altemeyer shows, have authoritarian roots.
America in JeruSALEm- ʻAnat Firsṭ 2009
America in JeruSALEm develops a model that demonstrates the process
of Americanization versus national identity in small countries toward the
end of the twentieth century and the beginning of the twenty-first, using
advertisements to understand this process. The authors present Israel as
a test case because it is trying to maintain a new Israeli culture, a Jewish
tradition, and a unique language—Hebrew—against the background of
an ongoing national conflict.
Pledging Allegiance - Joel Westheimer 2007
What does it mean to be “patriotic” in the United States after the
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001? And how have the prevailing
notions of patriotism—loudly trumpeted in the American media—affected
education in American schools? In this spirited book, renowned
educational leaders and classroom practitioners answer these questions
with insights, opinions, and hard facts. They focus on critical issues
related to patriotism and democracy in education, including the social
studies curriculum, military recruitment in schools, and student dissent.
Contributors: Bill Ayers • Michael Bader • Robby Cohen • Sharon Cook •
Louis Ganzler • Gerald Graff • Diana Hess • Joseph Kahne • Robert
Jensen • Gloria Ladson-Billings • Deborah Meier • Ellen Middaugh •
Pedro Noguera • Cecilia O’Leary • Diane Ravitch • and Joel Westheimer;
Commentators: Bill Bigelow • Héctor Calderón • Edwin C. Darden •
Peter Dreier • Delaine Eastin • Chester E. Finn • Jr. • Dick Flacks •
Maxine Greene • Joan Kent Kvitka • James W. Loewen • Walter Parker •
Charles Payne • Cindy Sheehan • Karen Emily Suurtamm • Studs Terkel
• Denise Walsh. “What does it mean to be a democratic citizen? And
what kind of education produces one? For the past two decades, Joel
Westheimer has been one of North America’s most knowledgeable and
able guides to these critical issues. Along the way, he has forced us to
reconsider the larger goals and purposes of our public schools. His book
will provide an invaluable roadmap for anyone who asks the big
questions, no matter what they think of his answers.” —Jonathan
Zimmerman, New York University “The essays in this book come at a
critical moment and should be welcomed by anyone who is concerned
that the values of peace, of democracy, be held high by the coming
generation.” —From the Foreword by Howard Zinn, author of A People’s
History of the United States “A valuable sourcebook for those who are
uncertain about what patriotism is and, even more, for those who are
certain that they know.” —Howard Gardner,author of Five Minds for the
Future “By bringing together diverse and often divergent perspectives of
patriotism, Pledging Allegiance opens to critical scrutiny the very idea of
loyalty to a country. In doing so, it not only offers a useful educational
resource but also performs a valuable political service. I can’t think of
many books more likely to stimulate deep reflection and spirited
discussion, and these activities, after all, are integral to democracy
itself.” —Alfie Kohn, author of What Does It Mean to Be Well Educated?
The Liberty of Strangers - Desmond King 2004-12-09
Harry S. Truman once said, "Ours is a nation of many different groups, of
different races, of different national origins." And yet, the debate over
what it means--and what it takes--to be an American remains contentious.
Nationalist solidarity, many claim, requires a willful blending into the
assimilationist alloy of these United States. Others argue that the
interests of both nation and individual are best served by allowing
multiple traditions to flourish--a salad bowl of identities and allegiances,
rather than a melting pot. Tracing how Americans have confronted and
relinquished, but mostly clung to group identities over the past century,
Desmond King here debunks one of the guiding assumptions of American
nationhood, namely that group distinction and identification would
gradually dissolve over time, creating a "postethnic" nation. Over the
course of the twentieth century, King shows, the divisions in American
society arising from group loyalties have consistently proven themselves
too strong to dissolve. For better or for worse, the often-disparaged
american-patriotism-national-identity-and-political

politics of multiculturalism are here to stay, with profound implications
for America's democracy. Americans have now entered a postmulticulturalist settlement in which the renewal of democracy continues
to depend on groups battling it out in political trenches, yet the process
is ruled by a newly invigorated and strengthened state. But Americans'
resolute embrace of their distinctive identities has ramifications not just
internally and domestically but on the world stage as well. The image of
one-people American nationhood so commonly projected abroad
camouflages the country's sprawling, often messy diversity: a lesson that
nation-builders worldwide cannot afford to ignore as they attempt to
accommodate ever-evolving group needs and the demands of individuals
to be treated equally. Spanning the entire twentieth century and
encompassing immigration policies, the nationalistic fallout from both
world wars, the civil rights movement, and nation-building efforts in the
postcolonial era, The Liberty of Strangers advances a major new
interpretation of American nationalism and the future prospects for
diverse democracies.
First Nationalism Then Identity - Mirsad Krijestorac 2022-09-29
Understanding the relationship between nationalism and identity,
through a native European Muslim group
Commemorations - John R. Gillis 1996-10-06
Memory is as central to modern politics as politics is central to modern
memory. We are so accustomed to living in a forest of monuments, to
having the past represented to us through museums, historic sites, and
public sculpture, that we easily lose sight of the recent origins and
diverse meanings of these uniquely modern phenomena. In this volume,
leading historians, anthropologists, and ethnographers explore the
relationship between collective memory and national identity in diverse
cultures throughout history. Placing commemorations in their historical
settings, the contributors disclose the contested nature of these
monuments by showing how groups and individuals struggle to shape the
past to their own ends. The volume is introduced by John Gillis's broad
overview of the development of public memory in relation to the history
of the nation-state. Other contributions address the usefulness of identity
as a cross-cultural concept (Richard Handler), the connection between
identity, heritage, and history (David Lowenthal), national memory in
early modern England (David Cressy), commemoration in Cleveland
(John Bodnar), the museum and the politics of social control in modern
Iraq (Eric Davis), invented tradition and collective memory in Israel (Yael
Zerubavel), black emancipation and the civil war monument (Kirk
Savage), memory and naming in the Great War (Thomas Laqueur),
American commemoration of World War I (Kurt Piehler), art, commerce,
and the production of memory in France after World War I (Daniel
Sherman), historic preservation in twentieth-century Germany (Rudy
Koshar), the struggle over French identity in the early twentieth century
(Herman Lebovics), and the commemoration of concentration camps in
the new Germany (Claudia Koonz).
War, Patriotism and Identity in Revolutionary North America - Jon
Chandler 2020-04-03
An intriguing study of the revolutionary army as a powerful and yet
contested symbol of nascent national identity among the American
colonies.
The Other Divide - Yanna Krupnikov 2022-01-20
The key to understanding the current wave of American political division
is the attention people pay to politics.
For Love of Country
- Maurizio Viroli 1995-09-14
Nationalism and patriotism are two of the most powerful forces shaping
world history. Though seen by many as two sides of the same coin, they
have developed widely different connotations. Nationalism is increasingly
seen as destructive, and at the root of the world's bloodiest conflicts;
patriotism seems something more benign, a political virtue. How are we
to mark the distinction between these two phenomena? How can we
rescue patriotism from the tainted grasp of nationalism? Reconstructing
the historical the meaning of the terms, Maurizio Viroli shows how the
two concepts have been used within specific cultural and ideological
contexts. He reviews the political though of Italy, England, and Germany
and shows how patriotism and nationalism have fundamentally different
roots. Professor Viroli concludes that it is morally unacceptable, and
indeed unnecessary, to be a nationalist to defend the values that
nationalists hold dear. Patriotism, however, is a valuable source of civic
responsibility.
The Many Faces of Patriotism - Philip Abbott 2007
In the decades following the end of the Cold War, scholars turned their
attention to reevaluating patriotism. Many saw both its ability to serve as
a cohesive force and its desirability as a political and moral concept
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waning in a time of peace and globalization. The shock of September 11
shook this assessment, as it brought a new surge of patriotism to
America. In this volume, nine authors debate the consequences of the
21st century's patriotic resurgence, examining it both in theoretical and
comparative terms that draw on examples of patriotism from ancient
Greece to post-apartheid South Africa. Each author has chosen a
different angle of approach, examining a variety of interlinking
questions. Should patriotism be defined to enhance universalistic
concerns or is its particularistic vantage point the source of its virtue? Is
patriotism a concept prone to manipulation by elites or is it a source of
independent judgments by citizens? If patriotism is love of one's country,
how is that love best expressed? Is such love demonstrated by fidelity,
gratitude, compassion, remembrance, shame, dissent, or some
combination? Joined together by Philip Abbott's incisive introduction, the
essays illuminate the many-faceted nature of patriotism today. Published
in cooperation with The Center for the Study of Citizenship at Wayne
State University.
Parading Patriotism - Adam Criblez 2013
Parading Patriotism breaks new ground in revealing how Fourth of July
celebrations in the urban Midwest between 1826 and 1876 helped define
patriotic nationalism, bringing celebratory actions to life by
demonstrating the importance of Independence Day commemorations in
defining changing conceptions of what it meant to be an American. The
book links two important historical genres by considering how historical
memory and American nationalism coalesced on the Fourth of July as
Midwesterners used the holiday as a time both to reflect on the past and
forge ahead in constructing a unique national identity. Historian Adam
Criblez uses the Midwest as a backdrop, but necessarily considers
cultural developments transplanted from outside the region, both from
Europe, transmitted by immigrants, and eastern states like New York,
Virginia, and Massachusetts, brought by westward migrants. Readers,
therefore, can expect a multitude of topics to be covered in this work.
Ethnic conflict, racial turmoil, class struggle, and, perhaps most
importantly, changing conceptions of American nationalism in the midnineteenth century all comprise aspects of Parading
Patriotism.Celebrating the Fourth of July was an important political,
cultural, and religious ritual on social calendars in the mid-nineteenth
century. It marked a rare summer holiday and opportunity for diverse
groups of citizens to share in a nationalistic revelry explicitly promoting
political independence and republican government. On Independence
Day in the five Midwestern urban centers considered in this
study—Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, and Indianapolis—this
celebratory façade often masked deep seated tensions over the meanings
of the nation's birth as celebrations were regularly segregated by
ethnicity, class, race, political party, religious affiliation or gender.
Studying the manner in which Midwesterners celebrated the Fourth and
how these men and women understood the meaning of their celebrations
reveals how they consciously and purposefully appropriated patriotic
festivities to construct unique and ever-changing perceptions of
American national identity. Drawing on both unpublished sources
(including diaries, manuscript collections, and journals) and the copious
but under-utilized print resources from the region (newspapers,
periodicals, travelogues and pamphlets), this latest addition to the
Mellon-sponsored Early American Places series exposes a rich tapestry of
mid-century Midwestern social and political life, focusing on the
nationalistic rites of Independence Day.
American Identity and the Politics of Multiculturalism
- Jack Citrin
2014-08-11
This book uses national public opinion data and public opinion data from
Los Angeles to compare ethnic differences in patriotism and ethnic
identity and ethnic differences in support for multicultural norms and
group-conscious policies. The authors find evidence of strong patriotism
among all groups and the classic pattern of assimilation among the new
wave of immigrants.
After Nationalism - Samuel Goldman 2021-06-04
Nationalism is on the rise across the Western world, serving as a rallying
cry for voters angry at the unacknowledged failures of globalization that
has dominated politics and economics since the end of the Cold War. In
After Nationalism, Samuel Goldman trains a sympathetic but skeptical
eye on the trend, highlighting the deep challenges that face any
contemporary effort to revive social cohesion at the national level.
Noting the obstacles standing in the way of basing any unifying political
project on a singular vision of national identity, Goldman highlights three
pillars of mid-twentieth-century nationalism, all of which are absent
today: the social dominance of Protestant Christianity, the absorption of
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European immigrants in a broader white identity, and the defense of
democracy abroad. Most of today's nationalists fail to recognize these
necessary underpinnings of any renewed nationalism, or the potentially
troubling consequences that they would engender. To secure the general
welfare in a new century, the future of American unity lies not in
monolithic nationalism. Rather, Goldman suggests we move in the
opposite direction: go small, embrace difference as the driving
characteristic of American society, and support political projects
grounded in local communities.
Patriotism and Nationalism in Music Education
- Prof Dr Alexandra
Kertz-Welzel 2012-11-01
Music has long served as an emblem of national identity in educational
systems throughout the world. Patriotic songs are commonly considered
healthy and essential ingredients of the school curriculum, nurturing the
respect, loyalty and 'good citizenship' of students. But to what extent
have music educators critically examined the potential benefits and costs
of nationalism? Globalization in the contemporary world has
revolutionized the nature of international relationships, such that
patriotism may merit rethinking as an objective for music education. The
fields of 'peace studies' and 'education for international understanding'
may better reflect current values shared by the profession, values that
often conflict with the nationalistic impulse. This is the first book to
introduce an international dialogue on this important theme; nations
covered include Germany, the USA, South Africa, Australia, Finland,
Taiwan, Singapore and Canada.
Who Are We? - Samuel P. Huntington 2005-11-29
Analyzes the gradual erosion of American identity over the recent
decades because of bilingualism, multiculturalism, and other factors and
explores signs of a revival of American identity in the wake of September
11th.
This America: The Case for the Nation
- Jill Lepore 2019-05-28
From the acclaimed historian and New Yorker writer comes this urgent
manifesto on the dilemma of nationalism and the erosion of liberalism in
the twenty-first century. At a time of much despair over the future of
liberal democracy, Jill Lepore makes a stirring case for the nation in This
America, a follow-up to her much-celebrated history of the United States,
These Truths. With dangerous forms of nationalism on the rise, Lepore, a
Harvard historian and New Yorker staff writer, repudiates nationalism
here by explaining its long history—and the history of the idea of the
nation itself—while calling for a “new Americanism”: a generous
patriotism that requires an honest reckoning with America’s past. Lepore
begins her argument with a primer on the origins of nations, explaining
how liberalism, the nation-state, and liberal nationalism, developed
together. Illiberal nationalism, however, emerged in the United States
after the Civil War—resulting in the failure of Reconstruction, the rise of
Jim Crow, and the restriction of immigration. Much of American history,
Lepore argues, has been a battle between these two forms of
nationalism, liberal and illiberal, all the way down to the nation’s latest,
bitter struggles over immigration. Defending liberalism, as This America
demonstrates, requires making the case for the nation. But American
historians largely abandoned that defense in the 1960s when they
stopped writing national history. By the 1980s they’d stopped studying
the nation-state altogether and embraced globalism instead. “When
serious historians abandon the study of the nation,” Lepore tellingly
writes, “nationalism doesn’t die. Instead, it eats liberalism.” But
liberalism is still in there, Lepore affirms, and This America is an attempt
to pull it out. “In a world made up of nations, there is no more powerful
way to fight the forces of prejudice, intolerance, and injustice than by a
dedication to equality, citizenship, and equal rights, as guaranteed by a
nation of laws.” A manifesto for a better nation, and a call for a “new
Americanism,” This America reclaims the nation’s future by reclaiming
its past.
Aspects of American History
- Simon Henderson 2009-01-26
Aspects of American History examines major themes, personalities and
issues across American history, using topic focused essays. Each chapter
focuses on key events and time periods within a broad framework
looking at liberty and equality, the role of government and national
identity. The volume engages with its central themes through a broad
ranging examination of aspects of the American past, including
discussions of political history, foreign policy, presidential leadership and
the construction of national memory. In each essay, Simon Henderson:
introduces fresh angles to traditional topics consolidates recent research
in themed essays analyzes views of different historians offers an
interpretive rather than narrative approach gives concise treatment to
complex issues. Including an introduction which places key themes in
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context, this book enables readers to make comparisons and trace major
thematic developments across American history.
Nation Building - Andreas Wimmer 2020-04-28
Wimmer contrasts Switzerland and Belgium to demonstrate how the
early development of voluntary organizations enhanced nation building;
he examines Botswana and Somalia to illustrate how providing public
goods can bring diverse political constituencies together; and he shows
that the differences between China and Russia indicate how a shared
linguistic space may help build political alliances across ethnic
boundaries. Wimmer then reveals, based on the statistical analysis of
large-scale datasets, that these mechanisms are at work around the
world and explain nation building better than competing arguments such
as democratic governance or colonial legacies. He also shows that when
political alliances crosscut ethnic divides and when most ethnic
communities are represented at the highest levels of government, the
general populace will identify with the nation and its symbols, further
deepening national political integration.
Ethnic Pride, American Patriotism - June Granatir Alexander
2008-11-20
Creating a community that respected tradition but adapted to new
circumstances.
Native Americans - James S. Robbins 2013
Discusses what Americanism means in the twenty-first century as well as
the phenomenon's roots and significance, citing the decennial census to
document the increasing number of people who claim "American" as
their national ancestry.
Constitutional Law and National Pluralism - Stephen Tierney 2006
Since the 1970s, sub-state national minorities in a number of developed
liberal democracies have both reasserted their cultural distinctiveness
and demanded recognition of it in legal and political terms. This book
examines the role played by law in the negotiation of competing rights
claims.
Hegel on Political Identity - Lydia L. Moland 2011-04-30
In Hegel on Political Identity, Lydia Moland provocatively draws on
Hegel's political philosophy to engage sometimes contentious
contemporary issues such as patriotism, national identity, and
cosmopolitanism. Moland argues that patriotism for Hegel indicates an
attitude toward the state, whereas national identity is a response to
culture. The two combine, Hegel claims, to enable citizens to develop
concrete freedom. Moland argues that Hegel's account of political
identity extends to his notorious theory of world history; she also
proposes that his resistance to cosmopolitanism be reassessed in
response to our globalized world. By focusing on Hegel's depiction of
political identity as a central part of modern life, Moland shows the
potential of Hegel's philosophy to address issues that lie at the heart of
ethical and political philosophy.
Holidays and National Identity. How Independence Day fosters
American Identity - Julia Trede 2019-12-17
Bachelor Thesis from the year 2015 in the subject American Studies Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 1,3, University of Kassel,
language: English, abstract: The aim of this work is to analyse the
meanings and functions of Independence Day which shapes American
identity. For an integral analysis two important aspects have to be
considered: socio-political circumstances and the techniques used for
generating national identity. In the beginning the concept of national
identity will be discussed and the terms nation and identity defined.
Therefore, the work draws on Benedict Anderson’s theory of imagined
communities in order to establish a general understanding of nations.
Patrick Colm Hogan’s techniques of nationalization provide the basis for
the final analysis. After conceptualizing the major elements for the
analysis, the author analyses Americas oldest holiday, Independence
Day. In the course of the analysis, both socio-political developments and
Hogan’s techniques of nationalization will be identified in order to show
how Independence Day celebrations generate and shape American
identity. Independence Day is America’s most important national holiday
since it commemorates the birth of the United States of America. The
holiday solemnizes the ratification of the Declaration of Independence
and the foundation of the United States of America. But the Fourth of
July encompasses more meanings than commonly assumed. Since its
emergence, Independence Day has been instrumentalized for generating
national identity and articulating social and ethnic issues. Down to the
present day, the Fourth of July has accomplished important functions
that established, defined, and shaped American identity.
Identity and Nationalism in Modern Argentina - Jeane DeLaney
2020-07-25
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Nationalism has played a uniquely powerful role in Argentine history, in
large part due to the rise and enduring strength of two variants of antiliberal nationalist thought: one left-wing and identifying with the
“people” and the other right-wing and identifying with Argentina’s
Catholic heritage. Although embracing very different political programs,
the leaders of these two forms of nationalism shared the belief that the
country’s nineteenth-century liberal elites had betrayed the country by
seeking to impose an alien ideology at odds with the supposedly true
nature of the Argentine people. The result, in their view, was an ongoing
conflict between the “false Argentina” of the liberals and the
“authentic”nation of true Argentines. Yet, despite their commonalities,
scholarship has yet to pay significant attention to the interconnections
between these two variants of Argentine nationalism. Jeane DeLaney
rectifies this oversight with Identity and Nationalism in Modern
Argentina. In this book, DeLaney explores the origins and development of
Argentina’s two forms of nationalism by linking nationalist thought to
ongoing debates over Argentine identity. Part I considers the period
before 1930, examining the emergence and spread of new essentialist
ideas of national identity during the age of mass immigration. Part II
analyzes the rise of nationalist movements after 1930 by focusing on
individuals who self-identified as nationalists. DeLaney connects the rise
of Argentina’s anti-liberal nationalist movements to the shock of early
twentieth-century immigration. She examines how pressures posed by
the newcomers led to the weakening of the traditional ideal of Argentina
as a civic community and the rise of new ethno-cultural understandings
of national identity. Identity and Nationalism in Modern Argentina
demonstrates that national identities are neither unitary nor immutable
and that the ways in which citizens imagine their nation have crucial
implications for how they perceive immigrants and whether they believe
domestic minorities to be full-fledged members of the national
community. Given the recent surge of anti-immigrant sentiment in
Europe and the United States, this study will be of interest to scholars of
nationalism, political science, Latin American political thought, and the
contemporary history of Argentina.
To Die for - Cecilia Elizabeth O'Leary 1999-01-01
July Fourth, "The Star-Spangled Banner," Memorial Day, and the pledge
of allegiance are typically thought of as timeless and consensual
representations of a national, American culture. In fact, as Cecilia
O'Leary shows, most trappings of the nation's icons were modern
inventions that were deeply and bitterly contested. While the Civil War
determined the survival of the Union, what it meant to be a loyal
American remained an open question as the struggle to make a nation
moved off of the battlefields and into cultural and political terrain.
Drawing upon a wide variety of original sources, O'Leary's
interdisciplinary study explores the conflict over what events and icons
would be inscribed into national memory, what traditions would be
invented to establish continuity with a "suitable past," who would be
exemplified as national heroes, and whether ethnic, regional, and other
identities could coexist with loyalty to the nation. This book traces the
origins, development, and consolidation of patriotic cultures in the
United States from the latter half of the nineteenth century up to World
War I, a period in which the country emerged as a modern nation-state.
Until patriotism became a government-dominated affair in the twentieth
century, culture wars raged throughout civil society over who had the
authority to speak for the nation: Black Americans, women's
organizations, workers, immigrants, and activists all spoke out and
deeply influenced America's public life. Not until World War I, when the
government joined forces with right-wing organizations and vigilante
groups, did a racially exclusive, culturally conformist, militaristic
patriotism finally triumph, albeit temporarily, over more progressive,
egalitarian visions. As O'Leary suggests, the paradox of American
patriotism remains with us. Are nationalism and democratic forms of
citizenship compatible? What binds a nation so divided by regions,
languages, ethnicity, racism, gender, and class? The most thoughtprovoking question of this complex book is, Who gets to claim the
American flag and determine the meanings of the republic for which it
stands?
Reclaiming Patriotism in an Age of Extremes - Steven B. Smith
2021-02-23
A rediscovery of patriotism as a virtue in line with the core values of
democracy in an extremist age The concept of patriotism has fallen on
hard times. What was once a value that united Americans has become so
politicized by both the left and the right that it threatens to rip apart the
social fabric. On the right, patriotism has become synonymous with
nationalism and an “us versus them” worldview, while on the left it is
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seen as an impediment to acknowledging important ethnic, religious, or
racial identities and a threat to cosmopolitan globalism. Steven B. Smith
reclaims patriotism from these extremist positions and advocates for a
patriotism that is broad enough to balance loyalty to country against
other loyalties. Describing how it is a matter of both the head and the
heart, Smith shows how patriotism can bring the country together
around the highest ideals of equality and is a central and ennobling
disposition that democratic societies cannot afford to do without.
Chosen Nation - Braden P. Anderson 2012-01-05
Christian teaching and modern sensibilities both eschew "nationalism" as
an extreme, fanatical form of patriotism, an excessive or disordered form
of an otherwise healthy and proper national identity. But what if the
problem of nationalism is something much more fundamental? What if
nationalism is actually the process leading to national identity in the first
place? And what happens when this process entails selectively
appropriating and reinterpreting the Christian tradition for the sake of
the envisioned nation? This book takes up these questions within the
context of American Christian nationalism. Here, the process of
interweaving the Christian narrative with American history and myth is
examined in depth through a thorough engagement with scholarship on
nationalism and within a framework shaped by contemporary
theopolitical studies and the biblical narrative. The study aims to discern
how the Christian Scriptures and theological tradition have been used by
Christians themselves to further what amounts to an alternative gospel.
In so doing this book charts a path for the church to evaluate itself
honestly in light of Christ's lordship, repent, and learn to tell its story
more truly.
American Identity and the Politics of Multiculturalism - Jack Citrin
2014-08-11
The civil rights movement and immigration reform transformed American
politics in the mid-1960s. Demographic diversity and identity politics
raised the challenge of e pluribus unum anew, and multiculturalism
emerged as a new ideological response to this dilemma. This book uses
national public opinion data and public opinion data from Los Angeles to
compare ethnic differences in patriotism and ethnic identity and ethnic
differences in support for multicultural norms and group-conscious
policies. The authors find evidence of strong patriotism among all groups
and the classic pattern of assimilation among the new wave of
immigrants. They argue that there is a consensus in rejecting harder
forms of multiculturalism that insist on group rights but also a
widespread acceptance of softer forms that are tolerant of cultural
differences and do not challenge norms, such as by insisting on the
primacy of English.
The Case for Nationalism - Rich Lowry 2019-11-05
It is one of our most honored clichés that America is an idea and not a
nation. This is false. America is indisputably a nation, and one that
desperately needs to protect its interests, its borders, and its identity.
The Brexit vote and the election of Donald Trump swept nationalism to
the forefront of the political debate. This is a good thing. Nationalism is
usually assumed to be a dirty word, but it is a foundation of democratic
self-government and of international peace. National Review editor Rich
Lowry refutes critics on left and the right, reclaiming the term
“nationalism” from those who equate it with racism, militarism and
fascism. He explains how nationalism is an American tradition, a thread
that runs through such diverse leaders as Alexander Hamilton, Teddy
Roosevelt, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Ronald Reagan. In The Case for
Nationalism, Lowry explains how nationalism was central to the
American Project. It fueled the American Revolution and the ratification
of the Constitution. It preserved the country during the Civil War. It led
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to the expansion of the American nation’s territory and power, and
eventually to our invaluable contribution to creating an international
system of self-governing nations. It’s time to recover a healthy American
nationalism, and especially a cultural nationalism that insists on the
assimilation of immigrants and that protects our history, civic rituals and
traditions, which are under constant threat. At a time in which our nation
is plagued by self-doubt and self-criticism, The Case for Nationalism
offers a path for America to regain its national self-confidence and
achieve continued greatness.
Banal Nationalism- Michael Billig 1995-09-25
Michael Billig presents a major challenge to orthodox conceptions of
nationalism in this elegantly written book. While traditional theorizing
has tended to the focus on extreme expressions of nationalism, the
author turns his attention to the everyday, less visible forms which are
neither exotic or remote, he describes as `banal nationalism'. The author
asks why people do not forget their national identity. He suggests that in
daily life nationalism is constantly flagged in the media through routine
symbols and habits of language. Banal Nationalism is critical of orthodox
theories in sociology, politics and social psychology for ignoring this core
feature of national identity. Michael Billig argues forcefully that wi
Patriot Fires - Melinda Lawson 2002
A compelling new history of the Civil War reveals the relationship
between Northern consolidation of power during the war and the birth of
a new brand of nationalism in American. (History)
The 50% American - Stanley Allen Renshon 2005
Presents an examination of American immigration policy and how it
affects national identity, exploring the issues related to United States
policy to allow its citizens one or more foreign citizenships, and its
ramifications on patriotism and civic process.
Negotiating Nationalism - Wayne Norman 2006-05-25
There are at least three times as many nations as states in the world
today. This book addresses some of the special challenges that arise
when two or more national communities re the same (multinational)
state. As a work in normative political philosophy its principal aim is to
evaluate the political and institutional choices of citizens and
governments in states with rival nationalist discourses and nationbuilding projects. The first chapter takes stock of a decade of
intensephilosophical and sociological debates about the nature of nations
and nationalism. Norman identifies points of consensus in these debates,
as well as issues that do not have to be definitively resolved in order to
proceed with normative theorizing. He recommends thinking of
nationalism as a form ofdiscourse, a way of arguing and mobilizing
support, and not primarily as a belief in a principle. A liberal nationalist,
then, is someone who uses nationalist arguments, or appeals to
nationalist sentiments, in order to rally support for liberal policies. The
rest of the book is taken up with the three big political and institutional
choices in multinational states. First, what can political actors and
governments legitimately do to shape citizens' national identity or
identities? This is thecore question in the ethics of nation-building, or
what Norman calls national engineering. Second, how can minority and
majority national communities each be given an adequate degree of selfdetermination, including equal rights to carry out nation-building
projects, within a democratic federal state?Finally, even in a world where
most national minorities cannot have their own state, how should the
constitutions of multinational federations regulate secessionist politics
within the rule of law and the ideals of democracy? More than a decade
after Yael Tamir's ground-breaking Liberal Nationalism, Norman finds
that these three great practical and institutional questions have still
rarely been addressed within a comprehensive normative theory of
nationalism.
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