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Under the Skin- Linda Villarosa 2022-06-14
From an award-winning writer at the New York Times Magazine and a
contributor to the 1619 Project comes a landmark book that tells the full
story of racial health disparities in America, revealing the toll racism
takes on individuals and the health of our nation. In 2018, Linda
Villarosa's New York Times Magazine article on maternal and infant
mortality among black mothers and babies in America caused an
awakening. Hundreds of studies had previously established a link
between racial discrimination and the health of Black Americans, with
little progress toward solutions. But Villarosa's article exposing that a
Black woman with a college education is as likely to die or nearly die in
childbirth as a white woman with an eighth grade education made racial
disparities in health care impossible to ignore. Now, in Under the Skin,
Linda Villarosa lays bare the forces in the American health-care system
and in American society that cause Black people to “live sicker and die
quicker” compared to their white counterparts. Today's medical texts
and instruments still carry fallacious slavery-era assumptions that Black
bodies are fundamentally different from white bodies. Study after study
of medical settings show worse treatment and outcomes for Black
patients. Black people live in dirtier, more polluted communities due to
environmental racism and neglect from all levels of government. And,
most powerfully, Villarosa describes the new understanding that coping
with the daily scourge of racism ages Black people prematurely.
Anchored by unforgettable human stories and offering incontrovertible
proof, Under the Skin is dramatic, tragic, and necessary reading.
Life Cycle of a Penguin, The - Colleen Sexton 2012-08-01
Penguins must complete their life cycle in very cold temperatures. To
protect their eggs from the cold, penguins use brood patches. Students
will watch a penguin chick hatch from an egg and grow into an adult.
Citizen - Claudia Rankine 2014-10-07
* Finalist for the National Book Award in Poetry * * Winner of the
National Book Critics Circle Award in Poetry * Finalist for the National
Book Critics Circle Award in Criticism * Winner of the NAACP Image
Award * Winner of the L.A. Times Book Prize * Winner of the PEN Open
Book Award * ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The New
Yorker, Boston Globe, The Atlantic, BuzzFeed, NPR. Los Angeles Times,
Publishers Weekly, Slate, Time Out New York, Vulture, Refinery 29, and
many more . . . A provocative meditation on race, Claudia Rankine's longawaited follow up to her groundbreaking book Don't Let Me Be Lonely:
An American Lyric. Claudia Rankine's bold new book recounts mounting
racial aggressions in ongoing encounters in twenty-first-century daily life
and in the media. Some of these encounters are slights, seeming slips of
the tongue, and some are intentional offensives in the classroom, at the
supermarket, at home, on the tennis court with Serena Williams and the
soccer field with Zinedine Zidane, online, on TV-everywhere, all the time.
The accumulative stresses come to bear on a person's ability to speak,
perform, and stay alive. Our addressability is tied to the state of our
belonging, Rankine argues, as are our assumptions and expectations of
citizenship. In essay, image, and poetry, Citizen is a powerful testament
to the individual and collective effects of racism in our contemporary,
often named "post-race" society.
A Chosen Exile - Allyson Hobbs 2014-10-13
Countless African Americans have passed as white, leaving behind
families and friends, roots and communities. It was, as Allyson Hobbs
writes, a chosen exile. This history of passing explores the possibilities,
challenges, and losses that racial indeterminacy presented to men and
women living in a country obsessed with racial distinctions.
British and American Short Stories - David Herbert Lawrence 1999-01-01
'Penguin Readers' is a series of novels, film novelizations and original
titles that introduces students at all levels to the pleasures of reading.
The Liberal Hour - Robert Weisbrot 2008-07-10
An engaging be hind-the-scenes look at the lesser-known forces that
fueled the profound social reforms of the 1960s Provocative and incisive ,
american-life-penguin-readers

The Liberal Hour reveals how Washington, so often portrayed as a target
of reform in the 1960s, was in fact the era's most effective engine of
change. The movements of the 1960s have always drawn the most
attention from the decade's chroniclers, but it was in the halls of
government-so often the target of protesters' wrath-that the enduring
reforms of the era were produced. With nuance and panache, Calvin
Mackenzie and Robert Weisbrot present the real-life characters-from
giants like JFK and Johnson to lesser-known senators and congressmenwho drove these reforms and were critical to the passage of key
legislation. The Liberal Hour offers an engrossing portrait of this
extraordinary moment when more progressive legislation was passed
than in almost any other era in American history.
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl - Harriet Jacobs 2000-07-01
One of the central firsthand accounts of slavery in America A haunting,
evocative recounting of her life as a slave in North Carolina and of her
final escape and emancipation, Harriet Jacobs's classic narrative, written
between 1853 and 1858 and published pseduonymously in 1861, tells
firsthand of the horrors inflicted on slaves. In writing this extraordinary
memoir, which culminates in the seven years she spent hiding in a crawl
space in her grandmother's attic, Jacobs skillfully used the literary
genres of her time, presenting a thoroughly feminist narrative that
portrays the evils and traumas of slavery, particularly for women and
children. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more
than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the
best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
The Religion of Democracy - Amy Kittelstrom 2015
The first people in the world to call themselves 'liberals' were New
England Christians in the early republic, for whom being liberal meant
being receptive to a range of beliefs and values. The story begins in the
mid-eighteenth century, when the first Boston liberals brought the
Enlightenment into Reformation Christianity, tying equality and liberty to
the human soul at the same moment these root concepts were being tied
to democracy. The nineteenth century saw the development of a robust
liberal intellectual culture in America, built on open-minded pursuit of
truth and acceptance of human diversity. By the twentieth century, what
had begun in Boston as a narrow, patrician democracy transformed into
a religion of democracy in which the new liberals of modern America
believed that where different viewpoints overlap, common truth is
revealed. The core American principles of liberty and equality were
never free from religion but full of religion.
Condoleezza Rice: An American Life - Elisabeth Bumiller 2009-01-13
Condoleezza Rice, one of the most powerful and controversial women in
the world, has until now remained a mystery behind an elegant, cool
veneer. New York Times reporter Elisabeth Bumiller peels back the
layers and presents a revelatory portrait of the first black female
secretary of state and President George W. Bush’s national security
adviser on September 11, 2001. Drawing on extensive interviews with
Rice and more than 150 others, including colleagues, family members,
government officials, and critics, the book relates in more intimate detail
than ever before the personal voyage of a young black woman out of the
segregated American South, and offers dramatic new information about
the events and personalities of the Bush administration. In the process,
with great insight, Bumiller tells the sweeping story of a tumultuous halfcentury in the nation’s history.
Racecraft - Barbara J. Fields 2022-02-01
A new edition of a celebrated contemporary work on race and racism
Praised by a wide variety of people from Ta-Nehisi Coates to Zadie
Smith, Racecraft “ought to be positioned,” as Bookforum put it, “at the
center of any discussion of race in American life.” Most people assume
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racism grows from a perception of human difference: the fact of race
gives rise to the practice of racism. Sociologist Karen E. Fields and
historian Barbara J. Fields argue otherwise: the practice of racism
produces the illusion of race, through what they call “racecraft.” And this
phenomenon is intimately entwined with other forms of inequality in
American life. So pervasive are the devices of racecraft in American
history, economic doctrine, politics, and everyday thinking that the
presence of racecraft itself goes unnoticed. That the promised post-racial
age has not dawned, the authors argue, reflects the failure of Americans
to develop a legitimate language for thinking about and discussing
inequality. That failure should worry everyone who cares about
democratic institutions.
George F. Kennan - John Lewis Gaddis 2012-08-28
Winner of the 2012 Pulitzer Prize in Biography Widely and
enthusiastically acclaimed, this is the authorized, definitive biography of
one of the most fascinating but troubled figures of the twentieth century
by the nation's leading Cold War historian. In the late 1940s, George F.
Kennan—then a bright but, relatively obscure American diplomat—wrote
the "long telegram" and the "X" article. These two documents laid out
United States' strategy for "containing" the Soviet Union—a strategy
which Kennan himself questioned in later years. Based on exclusive
access to Kennan and his archives, this landmark history illuminates a
life that both mirrored and shaped the century it spanned.
Site Reading - David J. Alworth 2018-11-20
Site Reading offers a new method of literary and cultural interpretation
and a new theory of narrative setting by examining five
sites—supermarkets, dumps, roads, ruins, and asylums—that have been
crucial to American literature and visual art since the mid-twentieth
century. Against the traditional understanding of setting as a static
background for narrative action and character development, David
Alworth argues that sites figure in novels as social agents. Engaging a
wide range of social and cultural theorists, especially Bruno Latour and
Erving Goffman, Site Reading examines how the literary figuration of
real, material environments reorients our sense of social relations. To
read the sites of fiction, Alworth demonstrates, is to reveal literature as a
profound sociological resource, one that simultaneously models and
theorizes collective life. Each chapter identifies a particular site as a
point of contact for writers and artists—the supermarket for Don DeLillo
and Andy Warhol; the dump for William Burroughs and Mierle Laderman
Ukeles; the road for Jack Kerouac, Joan Didion, and John Chamberlain;
the ruin for Thomas Pynchon and Robert Smithson; and the asylum for
Ralph Ellison, Gordon Parks, and Jeff Wall—and shows how this site
mediates complex interactions among humans and nonhumans. The
result is an interdisciplinary study of American culture that brings
together literature, visual art, and social theory to develop a new
sociology of literature that emphasizes the sociology in literature.
Listening Is an Act of Love - Dave Isay 2008-10-28
A New York Times Bestseller “Each interview is a revelation.” —USA
Today “As heartwarming as a holiday pumpkin pie and every bit as
homey . . . what emerges in these compelling pages is hard-won wisdom
and boundless humanity.” —Seattle Post-Intelligencer As heard on NPR,
a wondrous nationwide celebration of our shared humanity StoryCorps
founder and legendary radio producer Dave Isay selects the most
memorable stories from StoryCorps' collection, creating a moving
portrait of American life. The voices here connect us to real people and
their lives—to their experiences of profound joy, sadness, courage, and
despair, to good times and hard times, to good deeds and misdeeds. To
read this book is to be reminded of how rich and varied the American
storybook truly is, how resistant to easy categorization or stereotype. We
are our history, individually and collectively, and Listening Is an Act of
Love touchingly reminds us of this powerful truth. Dave Isay's latest
book, Callings, published in 2016 from Penguin Press.
American Life- Vicky Shipton 2011
In a series of simplified educational editions for learners of English as a
foreign language, this one gives information about modern American life
in some of its many facets.
Promised Land - Jay Parini 2010-01-12
In this lively exploration of America’s intellectual heritage, acclaimed
poet, novelist, and critic Jay Parini celebrates the life and times of
thirteen books that helped shape the American psyche. Moving nimbly
between the great watersheds in American letters—including Walden,
Huckleberry Finn, The Souls of Black Folk, and On the Road—Parini
demonstrates how these books entered American life and altered how we
think and act in the world. An immensely readable and vibrant work of
cultural history, Promised Land exposes the rich literary foundation of
american-life-penguin-readers

our culture, and is sure to appeal to all book lovers and students of the
American character alike.
The Irish Way- James R. Barrett 2012-03-01
A lively, street-level history of turn-of-the-century urban life explores the
Americanizing influence of the Irish on successive waves of migrants to
the American city. In the newest volume in the award-winning Penguin
History of American Life series, James R. Barrett chronicles how a new
urban American identity was forged in the streets, saloons, churches,
and workplaces of the American city. This process of “Americanization
from the bottom up” was deeply shaped by the Irish. From Lower
Manhattan to the South Side of Chicago to Boston’s North End, newer
waves of immigrants and African Americans found it nearly impossible to
avoid the Irish. While historians have emphasized the role of settlement
houses and other mainstream institutions in Americanizing immigrants,
Barrett makes the original case that the culture absorbed by newcomers
upon reaching American shores had a distinctly Hibernian cast. By 1900,
there were more people of Irish descent in New York City than in Dublin;
more in the United States than in all of Ireland. But in the late nineteenth
century, the sources of immigration began to shift, to southern and
eastern Europe and beyond. Whether these newcomers wanted to save
their souls, get a drink, find a job, or just take a stroll in the
neighborhood, they had to deal with entrenched Irish Americans. Barrett
reveals how the Irish vacillated between a progressive and idealistic
impulse toward their fellow immigrants and a parochial defensiveness
stemming from the hostility earlier generations had faced upon their own
arrival in America. They imparted racist attitudes toward African
Americans; they established ethnic “deadlines” across city
neighborhoods; they drove other immigrants from docks, factories, and
labor unions. Yet the social teachings of the Catholic Church, a sense of
solidarity with the oppressed, and dark memories of poverty and violence
in both Ireland and America ushered in a wave of progressive political
activism that eventually embraced other immigrants. Drawing on
contemporary sociological studies and diaries, newspaper accounts, and
Irish American literature, The Irish Way illustrates how the interactions
between the Irish and later immigrants on the streets, on the vaudeville
stage, in Catholic churches, and in workplaces helped forge a multiethnic
American identity that has a profound legacy in our cities today.
Don't Tell Mama! - Various 2002
Representing the best Italian-American contributions to American
literature, this comprehensive anthology of fiction, poetry, journalism,
and essays ranges from the 1800s to the present day and includes both
classic works and previously unpublished pieces from Don DeLillo, Mario
Puzo, Gay Talese, Louise DeSalvo, and others. Original.
Listening Is an Act of Love - Dave Isay 2007-11-08
A New York Times Bestseller “Each interview is a revelation.” —USA
Today “As heartwarming as a holiday pumpkin pie and every bit as
homey . . . what emerges in these compelling pages is hard-won wisdom
and boundless humanity.” —Seattle Post-Intelligencer As heard on NPR,
a wondrous nationwide celebration of our shared humanity StoryCorps
founder and legendary radio producer Dave Isay selects the most
memorable stories from StoryCorps' collection, creating a moving
portrait of American life. The voices here connect us to real people and
their lives—to their experiences of profound joy, sadness, courage, and
despair, to good times and hard times, to good deeds and misdeeds. To
read this book is to be reminded of how rich and varied the American
storybook truly is, how resistant to easy categorization or stereotype. We
are our history, individually and collectively, and Listening Is an Act of
Love touchingly reminds us of this powerful truth. Dave Isay's latest
book, Callings, published in 2016 from Penguin Press.
The Coddling of the American Mind - Greg Lukianoff 2019-08-20
New York Times Bestseller • Finalist for the 2018 National Book Critics
Circle Award in Nonfiction • A New York Times Notable Book •
Bloomberg Best Book of 2018 “Their distinctive contribution to the
higher-education debate is to meet safetyism on its own, psychological
turf . . . Lukianoff and Haidt tell us that safetyism undermines the
freedom of inquiry and speech that are indispensable to universities.”
—Jonathan Marks, Commentary “The remedies the book outlines should
be considered on college campuses, among parents of current and future
students, and by anyone longing for a more sane society.” —Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette Something has been going wrong on many college
campuses in the last few years. Speakers are shouted down. Students
and professors say they are walking on eggshells and are afraid to speak
honestly. Rates of anxiety, depression, and suicide are rising—on campus
as well as nationally. How did this happen? First Amendment expert
Greg Lukianoff and social psychologist Jonathan Haidt show how the new
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problems on campus have their origins in three terrible ideas that have
become increasingly woven into American childhood and education:
What doesn’t kill you makes you weaker; always trust your feelings; and
life is a battle between good people and evil people. These three Great
Untruths contradict basic psychological principles about well-being and
ancient wisdom from many cultures. Embracing these untruths—and the
resulting culture of safetyism—interferes with young people’s social,
emotional, and intellectual development. It makes it harder for them to
become autonomous adults who are able to navigate the bumpy road of
life. Lukianoff and Haidt investigate the many social trends that have
intersected to promote the spread of these untruths. They explore
changes in childhood such as the rise of fearful parenting, the decline of
unsupervised, child-directed play, and the new world of social media that
has engulfed teenagers in the last decade. They examine changes on
campus, including the corporatization of universities and the emergence
of new ideas about identity and justice. They situate the conflicts on
campus within the context of America’s rapidly rising political
polarization and dysfunction. This is a book for anyone who is confused
by what is happening on college campuses today, or has children, or is
concerned about the growing inability of Americans to live, work, and
cooperate across party lines.
Martha Washington - Patricia Brady 2006-05
Profiles the nation's original First Lady as the widowed mother of two
children who became George Washington's beloved partner and a
mainstay in his stressful life, drawing on numerous sources to reveal her
contributions to American character.
James Rosenquist: His American Life - Charles Baxter 2018-11-20
A fresh look at this giant of 1960s Pop Art--featuring his billboard-sized
images of commercial subjects and combining his eye of an advertising
man and the heart of a Pop artist. Lipsticks, automobiles, dishwashers,
men in business suits, spaghetti, rockets, airplanes, hairdryers, ice cream
cones and pigtailed girls: James Rosenquist (1933-2017) has always
known how to combine these seemingly disparate but always allAmerican elements into whirlwind, billboard-sized collages. With
airbrushed surreal euphoria, he slammed colors, patterns, and objects
into one another with the eye of an advertising man and the heart of a
Pop artist. This momentous catalogue, published to accompany the first
in-depth survey of the artist's work of the 1960s through 1980s, will give
long-overdue attention to Rosenquist's singular achievement in American
art during these three decades. From 1957 to 1960, Rosenquist earned
his living a billboard painter. This was perfect training, as it turned out,
for an artist about to explode onto the pop art scene. Like other pop
artists, Rosenquist adapted the visual language of advertising and pop
culture (often funny, vulgar, and outrageous) to the context of fine art.
An informative essay by art historian Judith Goldman examines the
influence of Rosenquist's early days as a billboard painter, his early
themes and techniques, and his similarities and differences with other
pop artists like Warhol and Lichtenstein. The essay focuses on areas that
have only been superficially addressed in the literature to date, bringing
the level of Rosenquist scholarship up to that of his Pop Art
contemporaries. For any collector of American art, this gives attention to
Rosenquist's singular achievement in American art during these three
decades.
In Small Things Forgotten
- James Deetz 2010-07-07
History is recorded in many ways. According to author James Deetz, the
past can be seen most fully by studying the small things so often
forgotten. Objects such as doorways, gravestones, musical instruments,
and even shards of pottery fill in the cracks between large historical
events and depict the intricacies of daily life. In his completely revised
and expanded edition of In Small Things Forgotten, Deetz has added new
sections that more fully acknowledge the presence of women and African
Americans in Colonial America. New interpretations of archaeological
finds detail how minorities influenced and were affected by the
development of the Anglo-American tradition in the years following the
settlers' arrival in Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1620. Among Deetz's
observations: Subtle changes in building long before the Revolutionary
War hinted at the growing independence of the American colonies and
their desire to be less like the British. Records of estate auctions show
that many households in Colonial America contained only one chair-underscoring the patriarchal nature of the early American family. All
other members of the household sat on stools or the floor. The excavation
of a tiny community of freed slaves in Massachusetts reveals evidence of
the transplantation of African culture to North America. Simultaneously
a study of American life and an explanation of how American life is
studied, In Small Things Forgotten, through the everyday details of
american-life-penguin-readers

ordinary living, colorfully depicts a world hundreds of years in the past.
How Does It Feel to Be a Problem? - Moustafa Bayoumi 2009-07-28
“Bayoumi offers a revealing portrait of life for people who are often
scrutinized but seldom heard from.” —Booklist (starred review) “Wholly
intelligent and sensitively-drawn, How Does It Feel to Be a Problem? is
an important investigation into the hearts and minds of young ArabAmericans. This significant and eminently readable work breaks through
preconceptions and delivers a fresh take on a unique and vital
community. Moustafa Bayoumi's voice is refreshingly frank, personable,
and true.” —Diana Abu-Jaber, author of Origin, Crescent, and The
Language of Baklava An eye-opening look at how young Arab- and
Muslim-Americans are forging lives for themselves in a country that
often mistakes them for the enemy Just over a century ago , W.E.B. Du
Bois posed a probing question in his classic The Souls of Black Folk: How
does it feel to be a problem? Now, Moustafa Bayoumi asks the same
about America's new "problem"-Arab- and Muslim-Americans. Bayoumi
takes readers into the lives of seven twenty-somethings living in
Brooklyn, home to the largest Arab-American population in the United
States. He moves beyond stereotypes and clichés to reveal their often
unseen struggles, from being subjected to government surveillance to
the indignities of workplace discrimination. Through it all, these young
men and women persevere through triumphs and setbacks as they help
weave the tapestry of a new society that is, at its heart, purely American.
The 1619 Project
- Nikole Hannah-Jones 2021-11-16
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NAACP IMAGE AWARD WINNER
• A dramatic expansion of a groundbreaking work of journalism, The
1619 Project: A New Origin Story offers a profoundly revealing vision of
the American past and present. FINALIST FOR THE KIRKUS PRIZE •
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The Washington Post, NPR,
Esquire, Marie Claire, Electric Lit, Ms. magazine, Kirkus Reviews,
Booklist In late August 1619, a ship arrived in the British colony of
Virginia bearing a cargo of twenty to thirty enslaved people from Africa.
Their arrival led to the barbaric and unprecedented system of American
chattel slavery that would last for the next 250 years. This is sometimes
referred to as the country’s original sin, but it is more than that: It is the
source of so much that still defines the United States. The New York
Times Magazine’s award-winning “1619 Project” issue reframed our
understanding of American history by placing slavery and its continuing
legacy at the center of our national narrative. This new book
substantially expands on that work, weaving together eighteen essays
that explore the legacy of slavery in present-day America with thirty-six
poems and works of fiction that illuminate key moments of oppression,
struggle, and resistance. The essays show how the inheritance of 1619
reaches into every part of contemporary American society, from politics,
music, diet, traffic, and citizenship to capitalism, religion, and our
democracy itself. This is a book that speaks directly to our current
moment, contextualizing the systems of race and caste within which we
operate today. It reveals long-glossed-over truths around our nation’s
founding and construction—and the way that the legacy of slavery did
not end with emancipation, but continues to shape contemporary
American life. Featuring contributions from: Leslie Alexander • Michelle
Alexander • Carol Anderson • Joshua Bennett • Reginald Dwayne Betts •
Jamelle Bouie • Anthea Butler • Matthew Desmond • Rita Dove • Camille
T. Dungy • Cornelius Eady • Eve L. Ewing • Nikky Finney • Vievee
Francis • Yaa Gyasi • Forrest Hamer • Terrance Hayes • Kimberly
Annece Henderson • Jeneen Interlandi • Honorée Fanonne Jeffers •
Barry Jenkins • Tyehimba Jess • Martha S. Jones • Robert Jones, Jr. • A.
Van Jordan • Ibram X. Kendi • Eddie Kendricks • Yusef Komunyakaa •
Kevin M. Kruse • Kiese Laymon • Trymaine Lee • Jasmine Mans • Terry
McMillan • Tiya Miles • Wesley Morris • Khalil Gibran Muhammad •
Lynn Nottage • ZZ Packer • Gregory Pardlo • Darryl Pinckney • Claudia
Rankine • Jason Reynolds • Dorothy Roberts • Sonia Sanchez • Tim
Seibles • Evie Shockley • Clint Smith • Danez Smith • Patricia Smith •
Tracy K. Smith • Bryan Stevenson • Nafissa Thompson-Spires • Natasha
Trethewey • Linda Villarosa • Jesmyn Ward
More Than Freedom - Stephen Kantrowitz 2013-07-30
A major new account of the Northern movement to establish African
Americans as full citizens before, during, and after the Civil War In More
Than Freedom, award-winning historian Stephen Kantrowitz offers a
bold rethinking of the Civil War era. Kantrowitz show how the fight to
abolish slavery was always part of a much broader campaign by African
Americans to claim full citizenship and to remake the white republic into
a place where they could belong. More Than Freedom chronicles this
epic struggle through the lives of black and white abolitionists in and
around Boston, including Frederick Douglass, Senator Charles Sumner,
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and lesser known but equally important figures. Their bold actions
helped bring about the Civil War, set the stage for Reconstruction, and
left the nation forever altered.
A Climate of Crisis - Patrick Allitt 2014-03-20
A provocative history of the environmental movement in America,
showing how this rise to political and social prominence produced a
culture of alarmism that has often distorted the facts Few issues today
excite more passion or alarm than the specter of climate change. In A
Climate of Crisis, historian Patrick Allitt shows that our present climate
of crisis is far from exceptional. Indeed, the environmental debates of the
last half century are defined by exaggeration and fearmongering from all
sides, often at the expense of the facts. In a real sense, Allitt shows us,
collective anxiety about widespread environmental danger began with
the atomic bomb. As postwar suburbanization transformed the American
landscape, more research and better tools for measurement began to
reveal the consequences of economic success. A climate of anxiety
became a climate of alarm, often at odds with reality. The sixties
generation transformed environmentalism from a set of special interests
into a mass movement. By the first Earth Day in 1970, journalists and
politicians alike were urging major initiatives to remedy environmental
harm. In fact, the work of the new Environmental Protection Agency and
a series of clean air and water acts from a responsive Congress
inaugurated a largely successful cleanup. Political polarization around
environmental questions after 1980 had consequences that we still feel
today. Since then, the general polarization of American politics has
mirrored that of environmental politics, as pro-environmentalists and
their critics attribute to one another the worst possible motives.
Environmentalists see their critics as greedy special interest groups that
show no conscience as they plunder the earth while skeptics see their
adversaries as enemies of economic growth whose plans stifle initiative
under an avalanche of bureaucratic regulation. There may be a germ of
truth in both views, but more than a germ of falsehood too. America’s
worst environmental problems have proven to be manageable; the
regulations and cleanups of the last sixty years have often worked, and
science and technology have continued to improve industrial efficiency.
Our present situation is serious, argues Allitt, but it is far from hopeless.
Sweeping and provocative, A Climate of Crisis challenges our basic
assumptions about the environment, no matter where we fall along the
spectrum—reminding us that the answers to our most pressing questions
are sometimes found in understanding the past.
Crimes of the Centuries: Notorious Crimes, Criminals, and
Criminal Trials in American History [3 volumes] - Steven Chermak
Ph.D. 2016-01-25
This multivolume resource is the most extensive reference of its kind,
offering a comprehensive summary of the misdeeds, perpetrators, and
victims involved in the most memorable crime events in American
history. • Supports national standards curriculum • Offers an extensive
selection of primary documents to encourage critical thinking and
reading practice • Includes photos and illustrations to help bring content
to life • Features sidebars with illuminating crime facts and interesting
anecdotes
The Penguin Book of the Modern American Short Story - John Freeman
2022-05-03
A selection of the best and most representative contemporary American
short fiction from 1970 to 2020, including such authors as Ursula K.
LeGuin, Toni Cade Bambara, Jhumpa Lahiri, Sandra Cisneros, and Ted
Chiang, hand-selected by celebrated editor and anthologist John
Freeman In the past fifty years, the American short story has changed
dramatically. New voices, forms, and mixtures of styles have brought this
unique genre a thrilling burst of energy. The Penguin Book of the
Modern American Short Story celebrates this avalanche of talent. This
rich anthology begins in 1970 and brings together a half century of
powerful American short stories from all genres, including—for the first
time in a collection of this scale—science fiction, horror, and fantasy,
placing writers such as Ursula K. Le Guin, Ken Liu, and Stephen King
next to some beloved greats of the literary form: Raymond Carver, Grace
Paley, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and Denis Johnson. Culling widely,
John Freeman, the former editor of Granta and now editor of his own
literary annual, brings forward some astonishing work to be regarded in
a new light. Often overlooked tales by Dorothy Allison, Percival Everett,
and Charles Johnson will recast the shape and texture of today’s
enlarging atmosphere of literary dialogue. Stories by Lauren Groff and
Ted Chiang raise the specter of engagement in ecocidal times. Short
tales by Tobias Wolff, George Saunders, and Lydia Davis rub shoulders
with near novellas by Susan Sontag and Andrew Holleran. This book will
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be a treasure trove for readers, writers, and teachers alike.
Washington - Ron Chernow 2010-10-05
From the author of Alexander Hamilton, the New York Times bestselling
biography that inspired the musical, comes a gripping portrait of the first
president of the United States. Winner of the 2011 Pulitzer Prize for
Biography “Truly magnificent . . . [a] well-researched, well-written and
absolutely definitive biography” —Andrew Roberts, The Wall Street
Journal “Until recently, I’d never believed that there could be such a
thing as a truly gripping biography of George Washington . . . Well, I was
wrong. I can’t recommend it highly enough—as history, as epic, and, not
least, as entertainment.” —Hendrik Hertzberg, The New Yorker
Celebrated biographer Ron Chernow provides a richly nuanced portrait
of the father of our nation and the first president of the United States.
With a breadth and depth matched by no other one volume biography of
George Washington, this crisply paced narrative carries the reader
through his adventurous early years, his heroic exploits with the
Continental Army during the Revolutionary War, his presiding over the
Constitutional Convention, and his magnificent performance as America's
first president. In this groundbreaking work, based on massive research,
Chernow shatters forever the stereotype of George Washington as a
stolid, unemotional figure and brings to vivid life a dashing, passionate
man of fiery opinions and many moods. Lin-Manuel Miranda’s smash
Broadway musical Hamilton has sparked new interest in the
Revolutionary War and the Founding Fathers. In addition to Alexander
Hamilton, the production also features George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, James Madison, Aaron Burr, Lafayette, and many more.
Solemn Reverence - Randall Balmer 2021-02-02
"A slender but thoroughly argued case for reinforcing the wall between
church and state. . . A stern warning that those who push for the
intrusion of religion into public life do so at the peril of both." -- Kirkus
Reviews The First Amendment to the US Constitution codified the
principle that the government should play no role in favoring or
supporting any religion, while allowing free exercise of all religions
(including unbelief). More than two centuries later, the results from this
experiment are overwhelming: The separation of church and state has
shielded the government from religious factionalism, and the United
States boasts a diverse religious culture unmatched anywhere in the
world. In Solemn Reverence, Randall Balmer, one of the premier
historians of religion in America, reviews both the history of the
separation of church and state as well as the various attempts to
undermine that wall of separation. Despite the fact that the First
Amendment and the separation of church and state has served the nation
remarkably well, he argues, its future is by no means assured.
The Canal Builders - Julie Greene 2009-02-05
A revelatory look at a momentous undertaking-from the workers' point of
view The Panama Canal has long been celebrated as a triumph of
American engineering and ingenuity. In The Canal Builders, Julie Greene
reveals that this emphasis has obscured a far more remarkable element
of the historic enterprise: the tens of thousands of workingmen and
workingwomen who traveled from all around the world to build it.
Greene looks past the mythology surrounding the canal to expose the
difficult working conditions and discriminatory policies involved in its
construction. Drawing extensively on letters, memoirs, and government
documents, the book chronicles both the struggles and the triumphs of
the workers and their families. Prodigiously researched and vividly told,
The Canal Builders explores the human dimensions of one of the world's
greatest labor mobilizations, and reveals how it launched America's
twentieth-century empire.
The Warmth of Other Suns- Isabel Wilkerson 2011-10-04
NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD WINNER • NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • In this beautifully written masterwork, the
Pulitzer Prize–winnner and bestselling author of Caste chronicles one of
the great untold stories of American history: the decades-long migration
of black citizens who fled the South for northern and western cities, in
search of a better life. From 1915 to 1970, this exodus of almost six
million people changed the face of America. Wilkerson compares this
epic migration to the migrations of other peoples in history. She
interviewed more than a thousand people, and gained access to new data
and official records, to write this definitive and vividly dramatic account
of how these American journeys unfolded, altering our cities, our
country, and ourselves. With stunning historical detail, Wilkerson tells
this story through the lives of three unique individuals: Ida Mae Gladney,
who in 1937 left sharecropping and prejudice in Mississippi for Chicago,
where she achieved quiet blue-collar success and, in old age, voted for
Barack Obama when he ran for an Illinois Senate seat; sharp and quick4/5
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banking to oil to aluminum manufacture, tracking America’s course to
global economic supremacy. As treasury secretary under Presidents
Harding, Coolidge, and finally Hoover, Mellon made the federal
government run like a business–prefiguring the public official as CEO.
He would be hailed as the architect of the Roaring Twenties, but, staying
too long, would be blamed for the Great Depression, eventually to find
himself a broken idol. Collecting art was his only nonprofessional
gratification and his great gift to the American people, The National
Gallery of Art, remains his most tangible legacy.
A Beginner's Guide to America - Roya Hakakian 2021-03-16
A stirring, witty, and poignant glimpse into the bewildering American
immigrant experience from someone who has lived it. Hakakian's "love
letter to the nation that took her in [is also] a timely reminder of what
millions of human beings endure when they uproot their lives to become
Americans by choice" (The Boston Globe). Into the maelstrom of
unprecedented contemporary debates about immigrants in the United
States, this perfectly timed book gives us a portrait of what the new
immigrant experience in America is really like. Written as a "guide" for
the newly arrived, and providing "practical information and advice," Roya
Hakakian, an immigrant herself, reveals what those who settle here love
about the country, what they miss about their homes, the cruelty of some
Americans, and the unceasing generosity of others. She captures the
texture of life in a new place in all its complexity, laying bare both its
beauty and its darkness as she discusses race, sex, love, death,
consumerism, and what it is like to be from a country that is in America's
crosshairs. Her tenderly perceptive and surprisingly humorous account
invites us to see ourselves as we appear to others, making it possible for
us to rediscover our many American gifts through the perspective of the
outsider. In shattering myths and embracing painful contradictions that
are unique to this place, A Beginner's Guide to America is Hakakian's
candid love letter to America.
Pox - Michael Willrich 2011-03-31
The untold story of how America's Progressive-era war on smallpox
sparked one of the great civil liberties battles of the twentieth century.
At the turn of the last century, a powerful smallpox epidemic swept the
United States from coast to coast. The age-old disease spread swiftly
through an increasingly interconnected American landscape: from
southern tobacco plantations to the dense immigrant neighborhoods of
northern cities to far-flung villages on the edges of the nascent American
empire. In Pox, award-winning historian Michael Willrich offers a
gripping chronicle of how the nation's continentwide fight against
smallpox launched one of the most important civil liberties struggles of
the twentieth century. At the dawn of the activist Progressive era and
during a moment of great optimism about modern medicine, the
government responded to the deadly epidemic by calling for universal
compulsory vaccination. To enforce the law, public health authorities
relied on quarantines, pesthouses, and "virus squads"-corps of doctors
and club-wielding police. Though these measures eventually contained
the disease, they also sparked a wave of popular resistance among
Americans who perceived them as a threat to their health and to their
rights. At the time, anti-vaccinationists were often dismissed as
misguided cranks, but Willrich argues that they belonged to a wider
legacy of American dissent that attended the rise of an increasingly
powerful government. While a well-organized anti-vaccination movement
sprang up during these years, many Americans resisted in subtler waysby concealing sick family members or forging immunization certificates.
Pox introduces us to memorable characters on both sides of the debate,
from Henning Jacobson, a Swedish Lutheran minister whose battle
against vaccination went all the way to the Supreme Court, to C. P.
Wertenbaker, a federal surgeon who saw himself as a medical missionary
combating a deadly-and preventable-disease. As Willrich suggests, many
of the questions first raised by the Progressive-era antivaccination
movement are still with us: How far should the government go to protect
us from peril? What happens when the interests of public health collide
with religious beliefs and personal conscience? In Pox, Willrich delivers a
riveting tale about the clash of modern medicine, civil liberties, and
government power at the turn of the last century that resonates
powerfully today.

tempered George Starling, who in 1945 fled Florida for Harlem, where
he endangered his job fighting for civil rights, saw his family fall, and
finally found peace in God; and Robert Foster, who left Louisiana in 1953
to pursue a medical career, the personal physician to Ray Charles as part
of a glitteringly successful medical career, which allowed him to
purchase a grand home where he often threw exuberant parties.
Wilkerson brilliantly captures their first treacherous and exhausting
cross-country trips by car and train and their new lives in colonies that
grew into ghettos, as well as how they changed these cities with
southern food, faith, and culture and improved them with discipline,
drive, and hard work. Both a riveting microcosm and a major
assessment, The Warmth of Other Suns is a bold, remarkable, and
riveting work, a superb account of an “unrecognized immigration” within
our own land. Through the breadth of its narrative, the beauty of the
writing, the depth of its research, and the fullness of the people and lives
portrayed herein, this book is destined to become a classic.
The Age of Edison - Ernest Freeberg 2013-02-21
A sweeping history of the electric light revolution and the birth of
modern America The late nineteenth century was a period of explosive
technological creativity, but more than any other invention, Thomas
Edison’s incandescent light bulb marked the arrival of modernity,
transforming its inventor into a mythic figure and avatar of an era. In
The Age of Edison, award-winning author and historian Ernest Freeberg
weaves a narrative that reaches from Coney Island and Broadway to the
tiniest towns of rural America, tracing the progress of electric light
through the reactions of everyone who saw it and capturing the wonder
Edison’s invention inspired. It is a quintessentially American story of
ingenuity, ambition, and possibility in which the greater forces of
progress and change are made by one of our most humble and ubiquitous
objects.
Blood and Power - Stephen R. Fox 1990
Traces the history and development of organized crime in the United
States, focusing on its pervasiveness in American life
Colonial American Travel Narratives - Various 1994-08-01
Four journeys by early Americans Mary Rowlandson, Sarah Kemble
Knight, William Byrd II, and Dr. Alexander Hamilton recount the vivid
physical and psychological challenges of colonial life. Essential primary
texts in the study of early American cultural life, they are now
conveniently collected in a single volume. For more than seventy years,
Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by
award-winning translators.
Garcia: An American Life - Blair Jackson 2000-08-01
He was there when Dylan went electric, when a generation danced naked
at Woodstock, and when Ken Kesey started experimenting with acid.
Jerry Garcia was one of the most gifted musicians of all time, and he was
a member of one of the most worshiped rock 'n' roll bands in history.
Now, Blair Jackson, who covered the Grateful Dead for twenty-five years,
gives us an unparalleled portrait of Garcia--the musical genius, the
brilliant songwriter, and ultimately, the tortured soul plagued by his own
addiction. With more than forty photographs, many of them previously
unpublished, Garcia: An American Life is the ultimate tribute to the man
who, Bob Dylan said, "had no equal."
This Indian Country
- Frederick Hoxie 2013-11-26
A comprehensive history of the achievements of leading Native American
civil rights activists traces 200 years of legal and political campaigns
while connecting the experiences of specific individuals to the stories of
their tribes. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.
Mellon - David Cannadine 2021-06-02
A landmark work from one of the preeminent historians of our time: the
first published biography of Andrew W. Mellon, the American colossus
who bestrode the worlds of industry, government, and philanthropy,
leaving his transformative stamp on each. Andrew Mellon, one of
America’s greatest financiers, built a legendary personal fortune from
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